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Question and Answer Period   

 

At the conclusion of the presentation, the facilitator guided a question and answer period. Participants 

were encouraged to ask the team general questions during this time, and ask questions concerning 

individual matters one-on-one after the question and answer period. The question and answer period 

adjourned at 8:30PM. All questions were answered by the TRCA team.   

The questions captured during the question and answer session are summarized below. The Q&A 

discussion documented here is specific to the conversations had during the presentation. Questions are 

noted with a “Q”, and answers with an “A”.   

 

Q: In reference to the slide showing the matrix of a 100-year flood down to 1 year, where would 

the events that happened on January 11, with road closures and flooding in the park, fit on this 

scale?   

 

A: Somewhere in the range of a 2 to 10-year storm. The rain that the area received was 80 – 90mm, 

which is a high volume. However, the intensity was not very high. There was only about 5 mm of rain 

per hour over a long period of time. This aligns with what we have modelled.   

 

Q: Have you seen a trend in the last 5 years of more rainfall and intensity?   

 

A: A lot of the precipitation events that we have seen have been highly localized, so they do not 

necessarily get picked up by our gauges or result in a data trend we can comment on. We either do not 

have enough gauges because they are only in certain locations or they do not go back far 

enough because they were only recently installed. So, we cannot conclusively predict trends. However, 

there is an expectation to see more precipitation which has been documented in other studies.   

 

Q: Is the TRCA the only agency that does this type of data collection and gauging?  

 

A: Other agencies such as Water Canada and York Region have their own gauges as well. There are 

numerous networks of gauges out there. However, the TRCA’s gauges are optimized particularly for 

flood data.   
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Q: How does all of the reporting and data from the TRCA get taken and put together and do 

other groups like those at the Town and the Region use the data or how do you coordinate with 

them? How does the data get used to help the municipality for infrastructure grants?  

 

A: All agencies with flooding related data work together and share information, taking what we need 

to create reports and mapping.   

Funding can be a complicated process, because we get money from different sources. Both the federal 

and provincial government recognize that resiliency to flooding events are important. They are 

interested in climate change and making communities safe. So there are grant programs we tap 

into. The TRCA puts together applications to receive grants to help fund flood management related 

projects.   

 

Q: Did the TRCA lose 7 million dollars in funding from the Ford government and did that affect 

your ability to do what’s needed related to flooding?  

 

A: Our provincial funding for certain programs was cut back.  The flood forecasting and warning 

program was one of the ones whose budgets were affected but it has not impacted our level of 

service. Luckily, our municipalities are great partners whose financial support is a large portion of our 

budget. We have also been very active in accessing the National Disaster Mitigation Program and the 

WECI (Water and Erosion Control Infrastructure) funding programs – we’ve been accessing that money 

as well. So, the taps are not running full, but they are still on.  

 

Q: There is a lot of pressure on development at the cost of natural streams, watersheds and 

flood plains. There have been new buildings being constructed in Stouffville in areas that have 

been designated as flood plains. How is this happening and how is this going to be mitigated in 

the future?   

 

A: Land-uses within the floodplain are restricted, and stormwater management practices help to 

balance development. Ontario is recognized as having one of the best flood management systems. Our 

standards are very high, and development will come through the TRCA to see how it impacts the 

streams and we make sure that the adverse impacts are mitigated almost to zero. Every development 
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application in regulated areas that comes through the town, the TRCA must review and comment 

on. Development is not permitted in flood plains without very strict oversight. We do not know the 

developments you are specifically referring to but we do review all applications in regulated areas and 

provide comments to make sure any impacts to flooding are addressed.  

 

Q: Is the identification of flood plains updated regularly, and is it mandated within each 

municipality to do so?  

 

A: As part of our mandate TRCA does flood plain mapping and updates the mapping throughout our 

jurisdiction on a 10-15-year cycle which is reasonable given that these areas don’t change dramatically 

one year to the next without a significant change in the built environment. Conservation authorities are 

responsible for flood plain mapping and we share the information with municipalities.  
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