
Spring and autumn are the best seasons to plant trees!
Here are some tips to keep in mind when planting and caring for your tree

Placement and Digging
Plant your tree at least half of the mature canopy width away from your home and other structures (canopy 
width distance provided for each tree on other side). This will allow sufficient room for branches and roots 
to grow and prevent interference with your home and its foundation. Dig a hole 2-3 times the width of the 
tree’s root ball to allow the roots to spread out. The hole should be shallower in the centre than around the 
edges to allow water to drain towards the root tips. The trunk should sit ¼ - ½ inch higher than the ground 
to ensure it doesn’t get too wet. Handle your tree carefully and plant it immediately, keeping as much of 
the root soil as possible.

Watering
For the first two years after planting, water your tree for 10-20 minutes, twice per week.  In the 
third year, increase to one hour, once per week to give your tree occasional deep soakings. Water 
the base of your tree, not the leaves. Wet leaves are often prone to fungal disease and can burn if 
the sun is shining on them If the soil around your tree is already wet, consider reduced watering.

Mulch
Tree roots are found within the first 12-18 inches of soil competing with other plants for water and 
oxygen. Mulch protects your trees from excessive heat or cold, keeps the moisture in the soil and 
provides nutrients upon breaking down. Use natural mulch with a mixture of woodchips, leaves 
and even organic matter. Apply 2-4 inches of mulch in a donut shape around the base of your tree 
twice a year – in the spring and again in the fall. 

Staking
Sometimes new trees require temporary staking within the first year of growth. Stakes should be 
made out of soft flexible materials that will not cut into the bark. They should also allow for a bit of 
movement, so that root and trunk growth can respond and better anchor the tree. Staking is not the 
way to deal with leaning trees; this can trick the tree into thinking it has more support than it actually 
does. Stakes should be removed after the first year. 

Pruning
Specialists are trained to make right cuts in the right location, reduce stress on a tree and provide 
corrective measures to optimize growth. These trees are well-suited to local growing conditions. 
With proper care, they will be healthy, strong and unlikely to fall or cause damage. During the first 
three years after planting, only dead, diseased or damaged branches should be removed. Familiarize 
yourself with the City’s bylaw for tree pruning and take precaution to protect yourself, your home, 
and your neighbourhood.

• Energy savings - shade & cool house
• Reduce carbon footprint
• Increase property value
• Beautification of neighbourhood
• Shady walkable community
• Contribute to your community’s urban forest
• Noise reduction

• Stress reduction
• Benefits to mental health
• Wildlife habitat
• Strengthen native ecosystem
• Enhance natural water cycle
• Improve air quality
• Well suited to local climate

This guide was developed as part of the West Bolton SNAP Home Retrofit Program. For more information about the 
program visit:  www.trca.ca/west-bolton-home-retrofit-program

BENEFITS OF TREES
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Expertly Selected Trees Ideal for Your Neighbourhood and Yard!

COMMON HACKBERRY
(Celtis occidentalis)

Height at maturity: 
15-20m / 49-66ft

Canopy width:
9-15m / 30-50ft

Light Requirements:

Withstands harsh soil conditions; 
Bright green spring foliage, with soft 
yellow fall leaves

9m

15m

SUGAR MAPLE
(Acer saccharum)

Height at maturity: 
20-35m / 66-114ft

Canopy width:
7-12m / 23-40ft

Light Requirements:

Dark green leaves in spring; 
Shades of yellow, orange and red in fall; 
Leaves resistant to summer heat

7m

20m

BUR OAK
(Quercus marrocarpa) 

Height at maturity: 
15-30m/49-98ft

Canopy width:
10-15m/33-49ft

Light Requirements:

10m

15m Sturdy and long-lived; Fairly slow growing; 
Adaptable to almost any soil; Deep green 
leaves that turn yellow to tan in fall

RED OAK 
(Quercus rubra) 

Height at maturity: 
20-30m/65-98ft

Canopy width:
12-24m/40-80ft

Light Requirements:

12m

20m Adaptable to most soil types.  Dark green 
leaves turn red or brown in fall.  Deep and 
spreading root system.

DOWNY SERVICEBERRY
(Amelanchier canadensis)

Height at maturity:
5-7m / 16-23ft

Canopy width:
3-4m / 10-13ft

Light Requirements:

Red to purplish-black edible fruit
 in June that attracts birds; 
Brilliant orange-red fall colour

5m

3m

WHITE BIRCH
(Betula papyrifera) 

Height at maturity: 
15-25m/49-82ft

Canopy width:
10-15m/33-50 ft

Light Requirements:

Tolerates a variety of soil types; Green 
leaves turn yellow in the fall;  Tree trunks 
are covered in smooth, white bark that 
peels off. Buds, leaves and seeds are a 
great food source for birds. 

10m

15m

AUTUMN BLAZE MAPLE 
(Acer x freemanii ‘Jeffersred’)

Height at maturity: 
10-16m / 33-53ft

Canopy width:
5-13m / 16-43ft

Light Requirements:

Drought and wind tolerant; Brilliant 
orange-red foliage.

5m

10m

THE TREES IN THIS GUIDE 
ARE NATIVE TO THE WEST 

BOLTON AREA
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