DOWNTOWN BRAMPTON
FLOOD PROTECTION
Environmental Assessment

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #1

WORKING TOGETHER
Completion of the Downtown Brampton Flood Protection Project EA is a critical step toward achieving the
RIVERWALK– a transformative opportunity for the City of Brampton. The project is being co-led by the City of
Brampton and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority.

WHY ARE WE HERE?

CN Railway
Bridge over the
concrete by-pass
channel. .
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Introduce the Downtown Brampton Flood
Protection Project led by the TRCA and City of
Brampton.
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Seek your feedback on:
• the existing conditions and what issues and
concerns are important to you.
• preliminary Alternative Solutions being
considered to reduce flood risk in Downtown
Brampton.
• proposed criteria to evaluate Alternative
Solutions.
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BUILDING A VIBRANT CITY
What does this project do for the city, its residents and our future?
RIVERWALK

• Removes or reduces existing flood risk to life
and property, in the downtown, during extreme
weather events.

•

The Riverwalk project is the key to revitalizing the
downtown area.

• Removes or reduces current limitations on
development in the downtown.

•

Brampton's vision is for this now largely inaccessible
area of downtown to be transformed into the beating
heart of a renewed and green urban centre. It will unlock
development potential, create jobs, boost small business
and support cultural events.

•

The downtown will feature active transportation
connections, transit connections, drive economic
development, become a visitor attraction and source of
civic pride.

• Provides an opportunity to reconnect the city
and its people to the river.
• Enables RIVERWALK, a transformative
opportunity to help revitalize Brampton's
downtown and make it healthy, sustainable and
resilient.
• Meets the city's obligations to address flood risk
through previous policy work on the Special
Policy Area (2014).

THE MUNICIPAL CLASS EA PROCESS
• The Downtown Brampton Flood Protection Project is being planned as a ‘Schedule C’ project pursuant to the
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment.
• The Class Environmental Assessment has 5 phases that must be completed for a ‘Schedule C’ project.
• There are many opportunities for the public to consult

with the Study Team throughout the process.
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WHERE IS THE PROJECT?
• Existing flood protection (a concrete-lined
bypass channel) protects the downtown
area from most storm events.
• It does not provide protection during extreme
weather events such as during the
Regulatory Flood, and it does not account
for future flooding due to climate change.
• This Project will consider alternative ways to
reduce flood risk which will, in turn, unlock the
potential for revitalization of the Downtown
Core.
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REGULATORY FLOOD
In Ontario, this is the extent
of the floodplain that is
used to regulate
development and define
risk. It is based on rainfall
from Hurricane Hazel
– the largest storm of
record.

WHY DOES DOWNTOWN FLOOD DURING A REGULATORY EVENT?
HURRICANE HAZEL AND
FUTURE STORMS
Hurricane Hazel hit the province 2 years
after the by-pass was completed. The bypass channel was designed for extreme
storms based on what was known in the
1950’s. We are now planning for future
storm events.

It’s a lot of water!
All of the water from the Etobicoke
Creek Watershed must flow through
downtown Brampton. The river is
collecting rainfall from almost
7,000ha of land!
Historic Map of Downtown

FLOOD RISK 101
What is a floodplain?
• The area beside a watercourse that
would be covered in water by a flood
event.

Special Policy Area

What is a Special Policy Area?
• A land use planning designation that
acknowledges that there is already
development in a flood vulnerable area
and that only limited changes can be
made to the development in the
floodplain.

Concrete by-pass channel:
• Constructed in 1952
What is the Regulatory Flood?
• 600 m long
22 m wide
(top width)
• The extent of flooding• that
would
occur
• Built to convey 100 year storm

if a storm the size of Hurricane Hazel
(the largest storm on record in southern
Ontario) falls over an area.
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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

WHAT IS THE OPPORTUNITY?
•

Development is
restricted in
Downtown Brampton
because of flood risk.

•

Reducing flood risk will
create the opportunity
to remove the SPA
designation (as a
whole, or in part)
which would allow
revitalization of the
downtown core and
reconnect the public to
the river and enhanced
open space.

CONCEPT USED FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES

STAY TUNED...

An Urban Design Master Plan is being developed to
determine how and where development will occur in future.

FLOOD PROTECTION MEASURES
Previous technical studies have
investigated a broad range of
flood protection options.
This project focuses on flooding
from the river.

CATEGORIES OF FLOOD
PROTECTION
•
•
•
•

Flood Control
Flow Improvements
Diversion
Floodproofing

FLOOD BERM

FLOOD PROTECTION
LANDFORM

CHANNEL MODIFICATIONS

DAM/RESERVOIRS

BRIDGE UPGRADES

WHAT ARE ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS?

•

Alternative Solutions for this project are focused on flooding
that is caused by the river flows (not sanitary sewer backups,
or flooding due to storm sewer capacity). However,
alternatives must allow for urban runoff to reach the river.

•
•

Through the work of past studies, we understand
the Existing Flood Risk by modelling where the
water will flow, and how deep and fast it will be
during the regulatory flood event.
Past studies have also identified what Alternative
Solutions are technically feasible to reduce flood
risk.
The ‘do nothing’ alternative must be considered.

PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS

KEY MAP
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PRELIMINARY ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS

DOWNSTREAM AREA

HOW WILL WE CHOOSE THE BEST OPTION?

THANK YOU
We appreciate the time you have taken to learn more about
the Downtown Brampton Flood Protection EA.
HOW TO STAY CONNECTED:
•

Next PIC tentatively scheduled for February 2019.

•

Join our mailing list – leave us an email or mailing address so we can
keep you up-to date as the study progresses.
Contact the Project Team:
DBFP EA Project Coordinator
EMAIL: DBFPEA@trca.on.ca
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
101 Exchange Avenue, Vaughan ON

