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Steward

Our trails are predominantly located in 
our greenspace system close to urban 
communities. Careful and collaborative 
planning is needed to make informed trail 
planning decisions that avoid sensitive 
habitats, species and natural hazards. In areas 
of critical habitat sensitivity, avoidance of 
natural areas can be the best expression of 
stewardship. We must continue to perform site 
planning and environmental study exercises 
and utilize best management practices that 
prioritize ecosystem health when planning, 
developing and maintaining trails. 

Lead

Our region is growing faster than ever 
before. We must champion a proactive 
effort to plan our trails, destinations and 
amenities to support this growth according 
to our environmental planning policies 
and objectives. We must capitalize on the 
coming development opportunities to target 
our efforts to service growth areas, while 
protecting and enhancing natural features. 

Collaborate

Our trails are critical recreational and active 
transportation community infrastructure. By 
working together, we can grow our regional 
trail network legacy, while enriching the trail 
experience and enhancing ecological health. 
Through partnership and collaboration, we 
can sustainably and successfully expand and 
maintain our regional trail system in support 
of complete communities.

Invest

Our trails are significant assets that 
require ongoing investment throughout 
their lifecycle. Changing trends in trail 
usage, climate change and population 
growth have increased the pressures on 
our trail infrastructure. We must secure 
long-term and ongoing investment from 
a variety of sources that supports and 
sustains their existence and allows us to 
maintain our desired level of service.

Celebrate

Our trails are a defining and valuable 
feature of our urban landscape. They bring 
neighbourhoods and communities together 
and provide access to unique destinations. 
They connect us to our rich history and 
present opportunities for reflection, self-
awareness and greater acceptance of 
diverse cultural origins. We must honour 
trails and the experiences they enable.

Guiding 
Principles
Five guiding principles form the 
foundation of the Trail Strategy, 
underpinning the vision of the 
document and informing the 
rationale and methodology 
for its implementation.
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