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The Trail Strategy is a call to action 
to renew our collective efforts to 
complete, expand and manage the 
Greater Toronto Region Trail Network 
with this next generation of trails.

Purpose

The purpose of the Trail Strategy is to is to 
express TRCA’s policy on regional trails  
in our greenspace system across our 
rapidly urbanizing watersheds. 

This Strategy serves as a framework to 
guide the planning, development and 
management of regional trails in the current 
landscape of urban intensification. It should 
be read in conjunction with The Living City 
Policies (TRCA, 2014), which state TRCA’s 
environmental planning and development 
objectives, goals and policies for the provision 
of non-motorized recreational trails located 
within the natural system of our watersheds. 
The Strategy provides additional rationale to 
secure greenspace to increase the natural 

system while providing appropriately sited 
scenic greenways. As such, it should be used 
to support the objectives of the Terrestrial 
Natural Heritage System Strategy (TNHSS) 
(TRCA, 2007), the Greenlands Acquisition 
Project for 2016 – 2020 (GAP) (TRCA, 2015), 
the forthcoming update to the Greenspace 
Strategy (TRCA, 1989) and their future 
iterations. The Strategy also aligns with 
the Community Engagement Strategy 
(CES) (TRCA, 2017) by fostering sustainable 
citizenship toward realizing The Living City® 
vision. This Strategy will provide direction 
regarding regional trails for future TRCA 
planning documents, including Watershed 
Plans, Management Plans and Master Plans.



Trail Strategy for the Greater Toronto Region

The Trail Strategy represents the first 
product of an ongoing TRCA Trail 
Program. It contains:

This document sets in motion the 
activities required to complete 
the network and the continuing 
management processes needed 
to sustain it. We encourage our 
partners and the public to use the 
Strategy to further our shared vision 
of a world-class network of trails 
that connects us to nature and to 
each other.

This Strategy defines a regional 
trail as a non-motorized trail 
primarily in greenspace that crosses 
municipal boundaries and connects 
communities throughout our region 
through recreation and / or active 
transportation uses. 

This Strategy defines recreation 
as passive, non-intrusive outdoor 
activities that facilitate enjoyment 
of nature, such as hiking, cycling, 
cross-country skiing and bird 
watching. 

This Strategy defines active 
transportation as any form 
of human-powered travel that 
facilitates active living as we move 
through the daily course of our lives, 
such as walking, jogging, cycling, 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, 
or using a wheelchair.

3.
Guiding principles 
to steer our efforts.

1.
A vision expressing 
what we want to 
achieve.

2.
A concept 
describing our 
proposal.

4.
Context outlining 
dimensions of 
influence.

5.
Strategic objectives 
to translate our vision 
into specific plans 
and projects.

6.
Implementation 
plans to execute  
our concept.

7.
An action plan 
outlining the 
strategic roadmap  
to achieve our vision.
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