Welcome
Thank‐you to staff, consulting team, facilitator, City staff, stakeholder committee and all
the political reps that have continued to work with TRCA on the project.
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‐ This presentation is specifically focused on informing you about refinements made
to the Preferred Alternative since we presented to you 1 year ago.
‐ Over the past year the Project Team continued to meet with community groups,
stakeholders and the Stakeholder Committee.
‐ We’ve also read and considered more than 2000 comments we’ve received about
the Project so far.
‐ If you attended the Open House you’ve had a chance to see these refinements and
we hope that you can see how some of the comments you’ve provided reflected in
the Refined Preferred Alternative.
‐ Before we dive into these refinements, I want to update you on the existing
conditions of the Study Area this spring.
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There has been a great deal of activity along the Bluff face. Typically we have seen 1 or
2 landslides a year, in the SWP project area we have seen over 70 landslides in the last
3 months. Over 26 of these slides required heavy equipment to move material off the
construction route along the bottom of the bluffs. This activity is a result of overland
flow, groundwater and wave action at the toe.
This resulted in “no access” to protect the public during this tine of activity along the
bluffs.
Keeping the public safe has been difficult as people are very determined to access
despite the warnings.
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This chart was provided by the IJC illustrating how Spring 2017 has been a record‐
setting year for water levels
The previous record was set in 1952 and we are significantly higher than this record.
May 29, 2017 water level peaked at 75.93masl. Since that time it has receded 15cm.
The Lake level will continue to be high for the summer.
We will closely monitor the bluffs and shoreline and communicate far and wide when
the toe of the bluffs are “open” to the public.
Until then, please use caution at the bluff edge along the top and stay away from the
bottom entirely.
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There are also concerns regarding significant damage to infrastructure along the bluffs.
The photos of Bluffer’s Park and the foot of Livingstone ‐ It is these conditions that we
have planned for.
We will now move on to the SWP EA.
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The EA is based on achieving a vision and objectives for the project and the preferred
alternative has been assessed based on its ability to meet these objectives.
All of the refinements to the preferred alternative have improved terrestrial and aquatic
habitat over existing conditions has managed public safety risk by moving a formal
public trail outside of the risk line provides an enjoyable waterfront experience for a
wide diversity of users has coordinated with other local and regional initiatives such as
the redevelopment of Guild Park and Gardens and the Metrolinx expansion and
demonstrates value for cost.

6

• Top and toe of the bluffs [and as far north as Kingston Road for the shoreline access
points (e.g. Brimley)]
• We will now move on the discuss West Segment Refinements
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‐ Note that the yellow line shows proposed trail and the red line at the base of the
bluffs is the risk line.
‐ In the original Preferred Alternative the headland was larger.
‐ The size of the headland has been reduced (now the size is approximately 2.8 ha).
‐ The Headland will be naturalized to a meadow community, with tree and shrub
nodes.
‐ It will provide habitat for wildlife, as well as space for people.
‐ Surfers are actively using Bluffers Park area and node might impact this use. We will
continue dialogue with the surfing community as we move to detailed design.
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‐ At the proposed node a cobble beach has been added to the Headland to improve
aquatic habitat.
‐ Cobble provides excellent habitat for many species of fish.
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‐ Creation of the headland will also reduce the need for dredging of the harbour
entrance which accumulates sediment and presents navigational challenges for
boats moving through this channel.
‐ Dredging activities also impact aquatic habitat.
‐ Overall this will result in better navigation, less disruption to aquatic habitat, and
lower maintenance costs to keep the channel navigable.
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‐ The headland to the east, together with the western headland will allow sand to
naturally accumulate and expand the existing beach at Bluffer’s Park.
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The sand will accumulate over several decades providing the public with recreational
opportunities and will provide habitat opportunities through the expansion of sand
dune vegetation communities and successional habitat at the base of the bluffs.
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‐ The installation of an interim groyne near the end of the existing beach will allow
immediate safe access to the Meadowcliffe shoreline, while the wide beach naturally
develops over time
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‐ Access to the shore along Brimley Road is currently a problem given steep slopes, a
discontinuous pedestrian path and high volumes of vehicles, pedestrians and
cyclists.
‐ To address some of the issues a new separated path will be constructed on the east
side of Brimley south of Barkdene Hills.
‐ This path will provide continuous pedestrian access and cyclists heading uphill. The
road will be shared by cyclists and vehicles on the downhill route with appropriate
signage and pavement markings.
‐ Level rest stops and appropriate signage will be added to the trail to help achieve
improved access for people with disabilities to help mitigate the very steep nature of
the bluffs
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‐ On the downhill route cyclists will share the road with motorists.
‐ This is an example of pavement markings that note the shared roadway.

‐ We will now move onto the Central Segment of the project area
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‐ At the Doris McCarthy Trail, the left side of the slide, the extent of the headland‐
beach system has been pulled back.
‐ This is to avoid impact to the marine archaeological resource – The Alexandria (the
box shown here with the required 20m buffer)
‐ The headland‐beach will still provide benefits to aquatic habitat, as well as terrestrial
habitat.
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‐ The Refined Preferred Alternative proposed no changes to the Doris McCarthy trail
itself
‐ This retains the existing natural character of the trail and avoids impact to the ravine
system.
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‐ The Refined Preferred Alternative for the Guild Park and Gardens shoreline is the
Shoreline Regeneration Zone.
‐ The Shoreline Regeneration Zone focuses work on the existing shoreline, and the
immediate aquatic area through the creation of a large continuous shoreline shoal.
‐ This feature allows us to reduce the amount of infill, while still improving aquatic
habitat and improve the aesthetics of the previous shoreline works.
‐ The existing construction route will be formalized to a multi‐use trail and any risk will
be mitigated using techniques that stop landslides from encroaching onto the trail.
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‐ Aquatic habitat improvements will also be undertaken at the South Marine Drive
shoreline, as well as the Guildwood Parkway shoreline.
‐ This will allow for the aquatic habitat enhancements to be integrated along the
entire stretch of this shoreline.
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‐ The public gathering space at the bottom of the Guild construction access route
remains in the Refined Preferred Alternative.
‐ This space will provide a combination of public areas, as well as naturalized areas of
meadow and shrub nodes.
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‐ At each side of the Guild public gathering space, 2 small wetlands will be created to
provide habitat opportunities for wildlife.
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‐ The Guild construction access route will be formalized to a multi‐use trail.
‐ Level rest stops and appropriate signage will be added to help achieve access for
people with disabilities.
‐ The trail and the public gathering space will complement the new revitalized Guild
Park and Gardens.

‐ We will now move on to the East Segment of the Project Area
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‐ The most significant change of the Refined Preferred Alternative is the reduction of
length of the headland‐beach system in the East Segment.
‐ In the Refined Alternative the headland‐beach system now ends on the east side of
Grey Abbey Ravine – it has been shortened by 650m.
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‐ The reduction in the length of the headland‐beach system allows for approximately
2.4 km of sandy shoreline to remain unchanged, from just east of Grey Abbey ravine
to the mouth of Highland Creek.
‐ No formal access is provided to the shoreline east of Grey Abbey Ravine.
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‐ With the reduction of the headland‐beach system, the transition from the shoreline
to the tablelands is moved to the east side of Grey Abbey Ravine
‐ In this location infrastructure will be required to move people from the bottom of
the bluffs to the top (vice versa)
‐ A range of infrastructure types will be considered at the Detail Design stage, which
could include a corkscrew style ramp, a freestanding staircase, or even a solar
elevator.
‐ The EA will be putting forward the option with the largest footprint, the corkscrew,
to allow for greater flexibility in exploring other options at detailed design.
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‐ Moving to the top of the Bluffs a tableland trail will be created from Grey Abbey
Ravine to East Point Park.
‐ At East Point Park the trail will largely follow the existing perimeter trail, but will be
formalized to allow use by people of all abilities.
‐ The trail will have 2 access points: 1 at the Ken Morrish Softball Complex, and one at
Beechgrove Drive.
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‐ The network of informal trails throughout East Point Park will be decommissioned to
improve the habitat integrity of the park.
‐ Informal trails degrade natural areas by:
‐ compacting soil,
‐ disturb sensitive vegetation communities,
‐ increase invasive species,
‐ fragmenting habitat and
‐ displacing wildlife.
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Construction duration is anticipated to be 12 years (pending funding).
• Sequence is expected to progress from West to East, but may be changed to
coordinate with other initiatives and available funding.
• There are two primary construction access routes:
‐ Brimley Road to Bluffer’s Park (October to April).
‐ Guild construction access route (Year‐round).
• All construction within East Point Park will be accessed from the east side of Ken
Morrish Softball Complex (Year‐round).
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‐ This slide provides an overview of the entire Study Area existing conditions, compared
with the Refined Preferred Alternative.
‐ If you have not already seen the large map of this in the Open House, I encourage you
to look at it after the Presentation and Panel Question and Answer period.
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We are in the latter stages of the EA process.
The next slide will speak to approximate timelines.

30

‐ We anticipate going to the TRCA Board on July 28th to seek direction to proceed with
submission of the Draft EA. Delegations can be made at this time.
‐ The Draft EA will be available for comment for a 45 day comment period later this
summer. Notifications will be made to those receiving newsletters, on the website,
on social media and in print media. All comments should be directed to TRCA.
‐ The date of the City of Toronto Executive Committee and subsequent Council are still
tentative any information regarding these will be made available on TRCA’s and/or
the City’s website. Delegations can also be made at this time.
‐ Final EA submission to MOECC for government and public review will be later this
fall.
‐ This EA review can take a minimum of 6 months, but could take longer. A decision
by MOECC is expected in 2018
‐ Detailed Design can start as early as 2018.
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‐ Input from the public have helped shaped the Project.
‐ We thank you for your contributions and hope that you stay engaged, and continue
to provide your feedback.
‐ Please fill out a comment sheet tonight, talk to staff who are recording your
comments, or email us.
‐ Comments are due by July 12, 2017 for inclusion in the draft EA
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