
 

 

 

 

In June 2018, Summer Village Council directed Municipal 

Planning Services (MPS) to help facilitate updating the 

Summer Village of Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw.  MPS 

has undertaken a review of the current Land Use Bylaw 

and is in the process of identifying areas where updates 

are needed to make the document compliant with 

provincial requirements. 

 

 

 

One of the first steps in the process of reviewing a Land Use Bylaw is to collect ideas, comments, and suggestions from local 

residents.  On August 27, 2018, MPS and Summer Village Administration held a public open house to discuss this project 

with residents, and gather feedback on some focus issues.  Recognizing that not every resident was able to attend the 

meeting, this newsletter has been developed as a means of providing project information and updates to community 

residents, and providing a method for gathering feedback on specific issues identified in the newsletter.

A Land Use Bylaw is one document among a number of 

different planning “tools” available to municipalities in 

Alberta. The Municipal Government Act gives 

municipalities the authority to adopt plans to guide future 

and current land use and development. Every 

municipality in Alberta is required to have a Land Use 

Bylaw.

A Land Use Bylaw establishes regulations to control the 

way land is used and developed. It divides a municipality 

into different ‘districts’ (or, ‘zones’) and identifies what 

uses are either permitted or discretionary for each 

district. 

A Land Use Bylaw also includes procedures for submitting, 

processing, and deciding upon subdivision and 

development applications. For some specific land use 

activities, land use regulations are included to provide 

further clarity on how these activities may be developed 

in the municipality. 

The broad purpose of a Land Use Bylaw is to separate uses 

that might conflict with each other, and to protect 

property owners/residents from uses that may negatively 

impact the use and enjoyment of their property. 

Ideally, planning documents should be reviewed and 

updated regularly to ensure the regulations contained 

within reflect the needs and priorities of the 

municipalities and its residents. As times change, Land 

Use Bylaws need to be updated or re-written to remain 

up-to-date with current conditions, long-term goals, and 

Provincial requirements.

The Summer Village of Pelican Narrows’ Land Use Bylaw 

was adopted a long, long time ago. Many of the 

regulations contained in this Land Use Bylaw do not 

conform to current provincial Acts. The ways in which 

people develop and use land has changed since this Land 

Use Bylaw was written. New issues and opportunities 

require new regulations to ensure that the best interests 

of the Summer Village of Pelican Narrows and its 

residents are met. 

In this newsletter, we would like to address a few land use 

issues that may be of importance to residents, highlighted 

by MPS, based on their experience working with Summer 

Villages.  Please have a read through; there is a 

questionnaire at the end where you can give us feedback. 

Reach out to us if you have ideas, comments or questions! 



 

 

 

 

The current Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw does not address the use of sea cans in the Summer Village, either as a method 

for storage, or as a residential building material. In other municipalities, sea cans have represented an affordable option for 

building construction, and for personal storage when siting/exterior finishing requirements have been established. There 

are also other examples where the use of sea cans has proven problematic for municipalities, especially when the number 

of sea cans on a lot becomes excessive or the exterior finish of a sea can is unsightly. 

 Having a definition of what is (and isn’t) a sea can 

 Requiring a development permit before a sea can 

is placed on a lot 

 Restricting the size/length of a sea can 

 Requiring exterior finish improvements 

 Identifying when a sea can may be used in the 

construction of a dwelling, bunk house, etc.

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

A suite is a self-contained dwelling (complete with sleeping, cooking, and washroom amenities) located on a lot that is 

accessory to a primary dwelling. Suites may be located in a garage (Garage Suite), in the back yard (Garden Suite), or within 

the primary dwelling (Secondary Suite).  Suites are sometimes called guest houses. 

The Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw currently only allows one dwelling on a residential lot. The suite (or, guest house) issue 

has come up in other Summer Villages in Alberta; some municipalities have chosen to not allow suites as a rule, while others 

have established rules and regulations for when and where suites may be considered for development. 

 

 

 Having definitions for each type of suite (e.g. 

garden suite, garage suite, secondary suite, etc.) 

 Establishing siting and additional parking 

requirements for suites 

 Restricting the number of suites on a lot 

 Establishing minimum servicing requirements for 

suites

 



 

 

 

 

The current Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw does not address the use, storage, siting, servicing, or number of RVs on a lot 

in the Summer Village. Acknowledging that owning an RV is a popular lifestyle choice for residents who wish to travel and 

have onsite accommodations, it may be of benefit to develop regulations to ensure that RV use in the Summer Village does 

not have a negative impact on the quality of life for local residents. 

 

 Having a definition of what is (and isn’t) an RV 

 Limiting the number of RVs that may be kept on a lot 

on a permanent basis 

 Limiting the number of RVs that may be kept on a lot 

on a temporary basis 

 Identifying where on a lot an RV may be kept 

 Restricting the parking of RVs on public roadways 

 Clarifying whether or not an RV can be placed on a lot 

before a dwelling is placed on the lot. 

 

 

The current Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw does not identify 

a minimum lot area in the Residential District.  As such, it is 

unclear whether or not an existing lot could be further 

subdivided.  The updated Land Use Bylaw could include a 

minimum lot area within the Residential District, or could 

include provisions for where and when subdivision would be 

allowed in the Summer Village.   

 

 

  



 

The ‘questions for you!’ in each section of this newsletter have been compiled into a single questionnaire for you to fill out 

and send back to us (via email, fax, delivery to Summer Village Administration, mailing, or by calling MPS’ office) so that we 

can consider your feedback as we update the Summer Village of Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw. 

1. Does the use of sea cans currently pose an issue in Pelican Narrows? 

2. YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

3. Should sea cans be addressed in the updated Pelican Narrows Land Use Bylaw? 

YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

4. How many sea cans should be permitted on a residential lot in Pelican Narrows? 

0  1  2  More than 2 

5. Should the height, length, exterior finish of a sea can be regulated in the Land Use Bylaw? 

YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

1. Are suites (garage suites, garden suites, secondary suites common in Pelican Narrows? 

YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

2. Do you support allowing suites in the Summer Village? 

YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

3. If suites are provided for in the updated Land Use Bylaw, do you support having additional requirements in the land 

use bylaw to ensure that suites do not pose a conflict with existing homes (e.g. parking, siting, number of suites on a 

lot, servicing requirements, etc.? 

YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

Is the use or storage of RVs an issue in Pelican Narrows? 

1. YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

How many RVs should be allowed on a developed property on a permanent basis? 

1. 0  1  2  More than 2 

 



 

 

 

How many RVs should be allowed on a developed property on a temporary basis? 

1. 0  1  2  More than 2 

How many RVs should be allowed on an undeveloped property on a permanent basis? 

1. 0  1  2  More than 2 

How many RVs should be allowed on an undeveloped property on a temporary basis? 

1. 0  1  2  More than 2 

Should the siting of an RV be regulated in the Summer Village? 

1. YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

Should the further subdivision of residential lots in the Summer Village be allowed? 

1. YES  NO  DON’T KNOW 

 

Did we not cover a land use or development issue that is important to you in this newsletter? Let us know your thoughts 

and ideas by letter, email, or phone call and we will explore options for including it in the updated Land Use Bylaw. 

To submit your questionnaire, or if you have further comments or questions, feel free to contact Brad MacDonald at MPS.  

Brad’s contact information is:  

Brad MacDonald RPP, MCIP 

Planner 

 

Phone:  780.486.1991 

Email:  b.macdonald@munplan.ab.ca 

Fax:  780.483.7326 

Mail: #206 17511 107 Ave 

 Edmonton, AB T5S 1E5 

If you would like to receive any future newsletters or 

project notifications by email, contact Brad or keep an 

eye on the Summer Villager of Pelican Narrows’ website: 

www.pelicannarrowsab.ca 


