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from the President
Friends,
Over the last 30 years, I’ve been repeatedly confronted with
the horrific nature of poverty—how it tries to rob children
and families of all joy and hope. How it tries to take their
dreams away.
But I’ve also seen how Compassion’s ministry is changing that.
Whenever I visit our child development centres and spend time
with our local church partners, I’m in awe of their commitment
and the difference we see in the children’s lives. When I read
the stories of former sponsored children who say “sponsorship
changed my life,” and when I see the results of new research
about the impact of our programs, my sense of joy and
thankfulness only grows!
Sponsoring with Compassion really does make a difference in
the lives of children. Thank you for being a part of it.

Dr. Barry Slauenwhite
President and CEO
Compassion Canada

Out of the

O rdinary
A sponsor’s story of life, trust,
and making a difference.

By Aveleen Schinkel

BY

her own admission,
Betty Broadhurst isn’t
extraordinary.
She’s lived a simple life. She and her
husband raised three children, spoiled six
grandchildren and at 90, Betty now enjoys
the antics of six great-grandchildren.
She lives modestly in a cozy apartment,
is committed to her church and enjoys
swimming. With a quick grin, she admits
she’s a fair hand at baking. Basically, she’s
the ideal grandmother.
But there’s more to this woman. Betty
and her late husband Ged were moved
by the plight of children in developing
countries and made the decision to sponsor
with Compassion. It’s a partnership that’s
lasted for 45 years.
Compassion Canada was only five years
old—just barely getting started—when the
Broadhursts attended a presentation at the
Woodstock Collegiate Institute. A film was
shown outlining Compassion’s successful
sponsorship program. Ged immediately
jumped on board. “They wanted to know
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if anyone was interested in sponsoring a
child. Of course my husband said ‘Yes!’”
Betty laughs, “And we signed up. That’s
when it all started.”
It wasn’t always easy, but the couple was
determined to stick to their commitment,
she says. “My husband was always
interested in helping children and young
people. Once we started [sponsoring] we
were never going to stop as long as we
could keep it up.”
Betty sees her continued support as a
duty, not an option: if she’s able to change
the life of a child, she needs to. “Maybe this
little one wouldn’t be able to go to school,
or eat, or live normally if I didn’t do it.
Maybe someone else would step in, I don’t
know. But I’m able to do it at this time, and
I feel very blessed because of it.”

Living with a mission
Betty became a Christian when she was
just 17 years old. A talented singer, she
competed in a radio competition in
Toronto and won the chance to jumpstart

a career in Hollywood. But her father
was concerned for his teenage daughter.
Believing she’d be exposed to a negative
lifestyle, he cancelled the trip. Frustrated
and embarrassed, Betty began avoiding her
friends and went to church with her mother
instead. Her escape from embarrassment
quickly led to a new life entirely—a life
with Jesus Christ.
At 21, Betty married the love of her
life, Geddes Broadhurst. They eventually
moved to Woodstock, Ontario where they
discovered a community they could sink
roots into. They got involved in a church—
the same one Betty is a part of today—and
raised their three children: Bill, Judy, and
John.
In looking back over nearly 70 years of
marriage, Betty is the first to admit that
things aren’t always easy. But something
that still amazes her is God’s faithfulness
through challenges and suffering. “There’s
security in remembering that the Lord
was there for you all through the years,”
she says, “And you know you were able to

Betty has been a
Compassion supporter
for over 45 years.
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“I want to share only
what will encourage
them. I want them
to know that God
is your strength in
these situations.”

How did my gift make a

DIFFERENCE?
Last Christmas, Compassion supporters across Canada gave a
Gift of Compassion, helping dads learn how to drive, families get
water filters and even helping a baby get heart surgery!

––Betty Broadhurst

handle those different situations with him
there.”
There were many times they needed that
reminder.
When Ged was 58 years old, the company
he faithfully served for years informed
him he was no longer needed. Instead
of looking forward to retirement, he was
looking in the classifieds for work. But who
would hire someone his age? They had no
choice but to trust that God would provide
for them.
Of course, God didn’t just provide—he
gave them a whole new mission.
The couple were brought on staff with
Youth for Christ, an organization that works
with the church and other partners within
Canada to reach young people with the
message of the gospel. Ged and Betty’s
passion for youth motivated them to
develop more than 20 satellite locations
across southwestern Ontario where young
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people could connect with staff, seek help
and discover purpose in their lives. The
Broadhursts had always supported youth
development. Now they were actively a part
of it.
Ged’s fierce commitment to the Lord and
infectious generosity were an inspiration to
those around him.
“Ged would have given you anything,”
says Betty. “He would have done without in
order to give to someone else who needed
it.” He also pushed people to grow. “He’d
say, ‘You can do it! There’s no reason you
can’t.’ He encouraged me to do a lot of
things in life that I was afraid to try.”
Ged and Betty were actively involved in
Youth for Christ as volunteers for 20 more
years after Ged’s retirement. He went to be
with the Lord peacefully in January, 2012.

A Journey of trust
The Broadhursts taught their children
at a very young age to put their trust in
God—something they’d have to live out as
a family years down the road. Their eldest
son, Bill, suffered from liver cancer for two
years before he passed away at only 55
years old. Betty relied on God for strength
each day. “The Lord was certainly with me,”
she says. “I was amazed that I could keep
on going and not seem to wear down.”
Although Bill’s illness was the hardest
challenge she’d ever faced, she was
inspired by the legacy he left behind.
“We had a lot of people who had become
Christians because of Bill’s testimony,”
she shares. “They sent us letters after [the
funeral]. It was so encouraging.”
Reflecting on moments like these

reminds Betty what she’s learned over a
lifetime—and she now shares these lessons
with the children she sponsors. “I want to
share only what will encourage them. I want
them to know that God is your strength in
these situations,” she says.
She’s certainly had that opportunity. In
the last 25 years alone, Betty has sponsored
six different children from Haiti and the
Philippines. One young boy she supported
preschool to high school graduation wrote to
her from university to share what God was
doing in his life. She’s built relationships
with her sponsored children’s families,
too. Her current child was too young to
write letters at first, so her grandmother
helped her. It was a unique situation; most
younger children write letters with help
from tutors at their Compassion centres.
But getting to know her sponsored child
through the words of another grandparent
has only deepened Betty’s connection with
the family.
She loves being so involved in their lives.
“When a girl I once sponsored finished the
program, she said, ‘I’m going to miss you,
Miss Betty!’” She laughs. “My current child
can now write to me herself, and we have
a really nice relationship.” It’s one of many
she’s built over the years, and she’s excited
to hear how God will change this little girl’s
life, too.
But Betty still believes she’s just ordinary.
“I don’t think I’ve had an exciting life,”
she laughs, “But the Lord has certainly been
my strength. I would really recommend
a relationship with Jesus Christ. It’s just
wonderful to know that you have that
security and strength every day.”

Find out how your gifts made a difference at www.compassion.ca

Give a Gift of Compassion today at www.compassion.ca/shop
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W

Forced to quit school at
age 10, Vedhanayagam Masilamani
seemed destined to become a low-paid buffalo
herder. But Compassion’s intervention enabled the
Indian boy to pursue a different kind of field.
By Martha Anne Tudor with Jayaseelan Enos
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hen Vedhanayagam
Masilamani wants to teach his
two young sons about God’s
power to transform a hopeless situation, the
story of his own life tells it best.
Now 38 and a professor at one of
India’s premier universities, Masilamani
came from the poverty-stricken village of
Thirumanickam in southern India. Life was
defined by a mud hut where rain came
through the roof and simply getting enough
food was a daily struggle.
At age 10, his father told him that five
years of school was “enough” and put the
boy to work full time herding water buffalo
and doing hard labor.
His sister, Nallathai, like other girls in
Thirumanickam, wasn’t allowed to attend
school at all.
“I was not taught to think about the
future,” Masilamani says from his office
at the Indian Institute of Information
Technology, Design and Manufacturing
in Chennai, where he teaches computer
science and engineering. “I was very
dejected.”
One of Masilamani’s former teachers,
however, could not forget him and his
desire to stay in school.
She eventually convinced his father
to enroll the boy in Compassion’s
Child Sponsorship Program at a child
development centre in the Dindukal
district, nine miles from their home. She
assured him that his son’s education at the
school there, along with his daily needs at
the hostel, would be provided at no cost.
(In some rural areas that lack schools,
Compassion runs hostels where children can
live during the school year.)
Masilamani remembers feeling relieved
that, though only a child, he no longer had
to worry about food, clothes, medical care
and shelter.
His sponsors, Ron and Karen Rohne Todd
of New Jersey, were university professors
themselves.
“I was amazed when I learned that
my childhood photo was pasted on [the
Todds’] refrigerator … which shows the love
and compassion they have for me,” says
Masilamani.
Compassion staffers describe his
progress in school as unstoppable, and

Dr. Vedhanayagam Masilamani
with his son, Josh Jothimani,
and his wife, Lily

“Sponsorship transformed my life completely.”
—Dr. Vedhanayagam Masilamani
Masilamani says that his sponsors’ support
and his increasing awareness of God’s love
motivated him to succeed.
He finished high school and then college,
becoming the first person in the history of
his home village to do so. He went on to
earn two master’s degrees in math and a
Ph.D. in computer science, dedicating his
thesis to the Todds.
Masilamani says the difference the
Compassion program made in his life is
the difference between a job herding
buffalo and a career “making future
technocrats and computer engineers of my
country through an institute of national
importance.”
But the biggest change Compassion
made in Masilamani’s life, he says, is
making his relationship with God a
personal one.
It was through his involvement with
Compassion that God’s love for him
became real. And it is only because of
God’s intervention in his life, he says, that
he can even think about a future for his
sons — Joel Suvisesha Muthu, 9, and Josh
Jothimani, 2.
“Otherwise, I would have no thought
or processing about the future at all, as I
would have been fighting for [a] daily living

as my parents did.”
Masilamani’s parents now live in Chennai
with him, his wife, Lily Chithra, and their sons.
He returns to his village every summer
and Christmas, with love for his home and
sadness for those who did not get the
opportunities he received. He encourages
the children of friends and former
neighbours to pursue education, and he
says the rate of those finishing high school
is increasing significantly.
Masilamani’s sister never attended
school, but he provided an education for
her eldest son, Selva Kumar, now 25 and a
business professional.
Masilamani and his wife, who has a
master’s degree, encourage their sons to
love God, read Scripture, and study hard.
Their fourth-grader has been named the
top student in his class every year since he
started school.
Such are the far-reaching results of
a 10-year-old buffalo-herder joining
Compassion’s sponsorship program 28
years ago.
“Sponsorship transformed my life
completely,” Masilamani says. “I have
told my elder son all my stories: how I ran
behind the buffalos, how I studied through
Compassion.”
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DOES SPONSORSHIP

REALLY WORK?
New independent research shows Compassion’s sponsorship
program makes a strong positive impact.
By Aaron Armstrong with Willow Welter

A

few weeks ago I received an update
on my sponsored child, Jocsan
from Honduras. I did a double-take
when I saw his picture. I’ve been his sponsor
for seven years. He’d just turned six when
I sponsored him. I met him when he was
seven and again when he was 10. I “knew”
Jocsan was growing up—but it really hit me
when I got the update and saw him looking
more like a man than a little boy.
I realized just how easy it is to take things
like this for granted. Maybe you can relate.
One of the easiest things to take for
granted is the effectiveness of child
sponsorship. To some, it’s a given, especially
those of us who support and work for
ministries like Compassion. We’ve read the
stories of children whose lives have been
changed through Compassion’s

Child Sponsorship Program. We’ve seen our
sponsored children grow up—and some of
us have even met them!
But despite more than $3 billion going to
child sponsorship organizations annually,
no one has conducted an empirical study
of whether these programs really make a
difference.
Until now, that is. In April, new
independent research led by Dr. Bruce
Wydick of the University of San Francisco
was published in the prestigious Journal of
Political Economy.
“We were surprised to see that no one
had ever done research to determine if
international child sponsorship really
works,” Wydick said. “So we conducted
a study of Compassion International’s
program in six countries we believed to
be representative of its work around the
globe.”
Over two years, Wydick and his team
studied the life outcomes of adults who’d
been sponsored with Compassion as
children. The study, “Does International
Child Sponsorship Work? A Six-Country
Study of Impacts on Adult Life Outcomes,”
shows that alumni of Compassion’s program
are significantly better off in the areas of
education, employment and leadership.

Dr. Bruce Wydick

research Highlights

the
science
of the
study
Number of individuals included
in the study: 10,144
Number of Compassion alumni
in the study: 1,860 Compassion
alumni who were enrolled in the
program between 1980 and 1992
Countries of study: Bolivia,
Guatemala, India, Kenya, the
Philippines and Uganda
Main life outcomes studied:
Education level, type of
employment, status in community

Aaron’s sponsored child, Jocsan at ages six (left) and 13 (right)

Individuals compared: Children
sponsored in Compassion’s program
and their siblings who were not
sponsored; other children in the
community who were not sponsored;
children in nearby villages where
Compassion wasn’t offered.

compassion-sponsored children:
independent research revealed
Education:
stairway to
sufficiency
Among the most powerful
evidence gathered by Wydick’s
team was that Compassion
sponsorship increased
secondary school completion
by 27 to 40 per cent. The skills
developed in secondary school
can help a student become
a business owner or public
servant as an adult, Wydick
says, rather than a menial

Employment:
labour and love
Researchers also found that
sponsored children were around
35 per cent more likely than
their unsponsored peers to find
white-collar employment as
adults, including roles such as
teachers, nurses and church
leaders. These careers offer
stability and a salary, benefits
that are rare in countries where
itinerant or seasonal labour is
most common.

Leadership:
consequence of
confidence

A whole life:
whole-person
result

Compassion staff members
and supporters want to see
children grow into fulfilled,
Christian adults who serve their
communities. Because the
researchers wanted to learn
whether Compassion’s child
sponsorship model does what
it sets out to do, they examined
formerly sponsored children’s
roles in adulthood. They found

Compassion’s unique approach
is to nurture children directly, a
model of child sponsorship that
helps address all aspects of a
child’s life.
Wydick says that
development organizations
sometimes focus on solving
broad, community-wide
problems, whether installing
water pumps, emergency

“It’s gratifying to see that the results demonstrate the effectiveness of

Compassion-sponsored children were…

in school

1-1½

years longer
(2.4 years longer in Uganda)

27-40

%

more likely to finish

secondary
education

50-80

%

more likely to complete A

university
education

Compassion’s holistic approach to child development and affirm the
transformation I’ve seen in my travels overseas.” ––Barry Slauenwhite
labourer.
The drastic impact isn’t
limited to secondary school
completion. Compassion
sponsorship more than doubled
the probability that a student
earned a college degree in the
countries studied. That increase
was over a small baseline, since
only about 5 per cent of people
complete university in these
areas, “but it’s still a dramatic
increase,” Wydick says.
The value of education isn’t
lost on those who receive it.
When the researchers asked
formerly sponsored children
to name Compassion’s biggest
benefit, the most common
response was educational
support, followed by spiritual
development.
Equipped with extra
knowledge, sponsored
children see a new realm of
employment—and a path out of
poverty—unfold before them.

Wydick reasons that staff
members at Compassion’s
child development centres and
schoolteachers provide positive
role models for the children, “and
basically, they want to emulate
people who have given to them
when they were younger. And
that’s an exciting thing.”
The staff at a child
development centre may be a
child’s primary role model, since
many parents work long hours as
manual labourers. Compassion
staff members ensure that every
child at a development centre is
known and loved. Many children
also receive encouraging letters
from their sponsors, which
means all sponsored children
have advocates cheering them
on as they develop goals.
As adults, stable employment
allows them to provide for
themselves and their families.
But their influence doesn’t end
in the home.

that adults who were sponsored
as children were more likely
than their unsponsored peers to
lead in their communities and
churches.
“We asked what happens
during this programming,”
Wydick says, “and a lot
of it seemed to be in the
development of children’s selfesteem.”
These efforts help sponsored
children discover the gifts
and abilities God has given
them, showing them they can
be leaders, whether making
decisions on village councils or
offering spiritual guidance in
their churches. Compassion’s
church-based model shows
children just how precious they
are to God. And when children
are nurtured physically and
spiritually, they thrive.

medical interventions or food
relief. These things matter, but
to see real transformation in the
lives of individual children you
need to meet internal needs,
too.
Educating children, providing
them with a safe place to learn
and grow, and teaching them
about the hope that comes from
a relationship with Jesus helps
ensure children grow up to
make positive, lasting changes
in their communities.
“Never in the history of child
sponsorship has a study like this
been done,” Barry Slauenwhite,
Compassion Canada’s President
and CEO says. “It’s gratifying to
see that the results demonstrate
the effectiveness of
Compassion’s holistic approach
to child development and
affirm the transformation I’ve
seen in my travels overseas.”

14-18

%

more likely to have

salaried
EMPLOYMENT as adults

about

35

%

more likely
to have

white-collaR
employment as adults

30-75 40-70

%

%

more likely to BECOME

community
leaders
as adults

more likely to BECOME

CHURCH
LEADERS
as adults

...than their unsponsored peers.
Source: Dr. Bruce Wydick, Dr. Paul Glewwe and Laine Rutledge, “Does International Child Sponsorship Work?
A Six-Country Study of Impacts on Adult Life Outcomes,” Journal of Political Economy, April, 2013

A UNIQUE LIFE:
Tanzania is a beautiful country rich in natural
resources. But in fifteen-year-old Musa’s
community—and many others like it—a lack
of sanitation and clean water make life hard.
Musa used to get sick because of it.
But when he was sponsored, everything
changed. Musa gets proper health care and
goes to school every day—something he
couldn’t afford to do before. Geography is
his favourite subject; he’s usually found in
the library, poring over books and National
Geographic magazines. “Young people depend
on education to escape poverty,” he says.
Musa’s already looking ahead to
university. He wants to study
Environmental Management and
improve sanitary conditions in
communities across the country. With
his sponsor’s encouragement and God’s
guidance, he’s confident he’ll do great
things. “I want to live a unique life,” he
says, “Different from anyone else’s!”

Compassion Child sponsorship.

IT WORKS.
Poverty affects every aspect of a person’s life. It’s more than a lack of food or access
to safe water—poverty denies people opportunities and hope for the future.
Compassion’s Child Sponsorship Program gives children safe places to play and laugh,
opportunities to get an education and to see a doctor when they’re sick and learn
about God’s incredible love for them in Jesus Christ.
The result: hope for a brighter future—one where they, and eventually their own
children, can live free from the grip of poverty.

PATRICK EGUYU
Age 4 • Uganda
UG-838-0086

SRIPRAI CHOMPUNOP
Age 5 • Thailand
TH-996-0201

JULIO CESAR GUZMAN
Age 5 • Mexico
ME-990-0132

CECIA MERARY SÁNCHEZ
Age 5 • Honduras
HO-333-0334

ABRAHAM TATEK
Age 4 • Ethiopia
ET-479-0103

Be a part of why it works. Sponsor a child today:

www.compassion.ca/sponsor • 1-800-563-5437
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15

years

after
compassion

The Lord provides

The impact of sponsorship isn’t just immediate, but long-term.
By Galia Oropeza

Ronnie shows two of his
photos from his time in the
Compassion program.

One of the biggest ways God provided was
through Compassion. Ronnie was sponsored
when he was five. He got help with food,
health care and education. But Ronnie says
one of the most important ways it helped
him was in introducing him to God.
Ronnie first learned about Jesus at his
Compassion centre, and he eventually
made the choice to accept Him as his
Saviour.
“Being sponsored marked me, starting
with getting to know the Lord, getting
to know the church and learning many
things,” says Ronnie. “I learned not only
about my needs but also about other
children’s needs.”
Ronnie remembers all the advice and
encouragement that the tutors at his centre
gave him, and all the deep friendships he
made. One of his friends he made at the
Compassion centre is still one of his best
friends today.
His sponsors also made a huge impact
on Ronnie, supporting him all the way
through the sponsorship program. They
became a part of his life. Today, 15 years
after graduating, he still keeps all their
letters and pictures, from when they first
got married to when they had children. His
sponsors motivated him and made him feel
loved.
“Although I never met them, they were
like parents to me,” says Ronnie. “To see all
the love and help they gave me made me
feel important and special.”

From being helped to
helping others

L

ike many children growing up in poverty, Ronnie didn’t
really notice he was poor. It was just how life was in his
neighbourhood in Cochabamba, Bolivia. His dad didn’t live
with his family or provide for them, so Ronnie, his mom and three
siblings never had enough—not enough food, not enough clothing
and not enough money for school fees.
Most of the people in Ronnie’s neighbourhood of La Chimba
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were unemployed. Those who did work, selling vegetables on the
streets or laying bricks, would make about $70 a month. It wasn’t
uncommon for young men to quit school and become ensnared in
alcohol or delinquency.
But Ronnie learned that, despite the poverty around him, the
Lord always provided for him somehow.

After graduating, Ronnie studied auditing
at the public university of Cochabamba.
Now 33-year-old Ronnie works at an auto
parts importer. He has gained the trust
of the manager and is in charge of the
administration of eight dealers in four
different cities. He oversees all the work,
from the importations to the accounting.

Ronnie graduated 15 years ago,
but “El Verbo de Dios” Church and
Project is still a special place for him.
He visits them regularly, usually for
the Sunday night services.

“Ronnie was not
only released from
poverty, but his
heart and character
were transformed.”
God provided for him and now Ronnie is
supporting his mother and three siblings.
But Ronnie doesn’t limit his help to just his
family. Through Compassion’s ministry, God
gave him a sensitive and compassionate
heart and he takes every opportunity to
help children in need. He still visits his
old Compassion centre to encourage and
counsel the children. He tells them to keep
studying hard and choosing God’s path.
Ronnie hopes that one day he will be
able to start a family of his own and he
dreams of becoming a professor. Ronnie
also dreams of helping a child in need just
as he was helped by one day sponsoring a
child through Compassion himself.

Released long term
Ronnie was not only released from
poverty, but his heart and character were
transformed.
“I never knew how different my life
would have been without Compassion,”
says Ronnie. “But the most important thing
is that through the centre, I was led to the
church and the principles and values one
learns there are the most significant.”
The impact of sponsorship in Ronnie’s
life wasn’t just food for a day, but a lasting
difference that continues to bear fruit as He
follows God.
“I’ve been deeply marked having been
sponsored,” he says. “I had everything in
the correct timing; when I needed school
material, there it was. When I needed a
friend, I had a friend. When I needed food,
I had food.
For me everything has been
extraordinary. The memories of what I
experienced through Compassion are many
and very nice. I wouldn’t have changed my
life for another situation, despite the needs
we had. Sponsorship was one of the best
things I had in my life.”
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he would buy animals, such as pigs. He
developed a love for farming through his
time at the Compassion centre.
After David graduated from Compassion
at age 21, he went on to study farming at
a local farm school. Three years later, he
became a veterinarian.
“After I became a veterinary officer, I
went to my mother’s village in Lwaggulwe
to treat animals. I became very popular
and people gave me a lot of business,”
says David. “This encouraged me to

it is possible to get out of poverty, and
now he teaches others to do the same. He
donates coffee seedlings to churches in his
area to help them earn some money. David
also wanted to help locals improve their
farming techniques to raise their families
out of poverty, so he started an agriculture
program in his community.
David also started a program to
reach out to youth, teaching them
skills to get out of poverty, along
with lessons on important social

D

Having learned it’s possible to get out of
poverty, beloved veterinarian Ntale David
is teaching others to do the same.
By Caroline A. Mwinemwesigwa

David is thankful he is able to provide
everything his family needs, something his
parents struggled to do. David was married
in 2008; he and his wife have one child.
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avid is famous in his little
village of Kiwangala, Uganda.
He can’t take more than ten
steps down the dirt roads of his community
without someone stopping him to chat or
waving at him from afar. He is loved and
respected. In this community where nearly
everyone keeps animals, David is their
beloved veterinarian.
No one expects a veterinarian to come
out of David’s hometown. David grew up
on the plains of Nakatete, where large
families live in mud homes with thatched
roofs. Most people scratch out a living by
planting cassava and maize and make
about $20 a month. Kids who grow up here
are at constant risk of malaria, parasites
or other infections. Not many kids have
the privilege of going to school. In the
entire district, there are only 19 secondary
schools for nearly 184,000 people.
David was one of ten children. His
parents were subsistence farmers and
struggled to provide enough for all their
children. During good times, they’d eat
twice a day. In bad times, only once. David
had only one shirt and a pair of shorts to
wear at all times, and no shoes. He slept
with all his siblings on the floor, cuddled
on top of their mom’s old clothes for a
mattress.
But when David was seven years old, he
was sponsored through Compassion. He
had the chance to go to school, receive
health care and get nutritional support. He
met and accepted Christ at his centre and
he learned the value of helping others.
At the centre, David also learned
skills like carpentry, farming and goat
rearing. Whenever he received money
for a Christmas gift through Compassion,

“David’s success has made him realize it is
possible to get out of poverty, and now he
teaches others to do the same.”
become self employed. I started out with
a nursery bed for corono coffee, pine trees
and fruit trees. I would sell the plants
and get money. I also continued to treat
animals and both these ventures brought
in money for me.”
Now, 30-year-old David owns one and
a half acres of banana plantations, four
acres of coffee and four acres of trees. He
has also built a family house and eight
rooms for rent.
Last year, David earned enough profit to
start a small farm shop. He sells medicine
for treating crops and animals, improved
seeds, fertilizers and other necessities
for farmers. He recently earned enough
to buy two motorcycles to help him in his
business.
David’s success has made him realize

issues, such as responsibility, abstinence
and the dangers of pornography.
Currently David is even writing a book
in his local language to help others in his
community learn how to escape from their
poverty. He observed that some Christians
in his community relied on prayer to get
out of poverty, but didn’t put in the hard
work necessary as well. David wants to
help change the culture by reminding local
Christians that they need to pray, but also
need to be responsible and hard-working.
David continues to speak up for children
in poverty as a chairperson at his former
child development centre. He got the
opportunities he needed to escape poverty
through Compassion. Now David is a
transformed man—one helping others get
out of poverty too.
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