61 BELLS

Carillon
Oratoire saint-joseph
A silent intervention on a prestigious site:
Located on the flank of Mount Royal, the Saint Joseph’s Oratory with
its emblematic aspect, demands an architectural and landscape
intervention in fineness, preservation and enhancement of the legacy
from the site and its buildings. The intervention reinterprets the
topography of the site to conserve its natural aspect and make place
for a new bell tower. In which, it houses the only carillon in Québec.
The carillon of Saint Joseph’s Oratory is an instrument comprising of
61 bronze bells. The largest bell, which has the lowest sound weighs
1500kg while the smallest weighs only 5kg, with a combined weight of
more than 10,000kg.
A silent intervention for the carillon
The carillon have a rich history. The Paccard Bellfoundry of Annecyle-Vieux in France originally casted the bells for Paris’ Eiffel Tour, but
they were never installed there. In 1954, the carillon was loaned to the
Oratory for its 50th anniversary. Generous pilgrims later purchased
the bells and donated them as a gift to the sanctuary. Since then,
the carillon recitals quietly invade the mountain, never ceasing to
thrill passers-by. From scacred hymns to folk tunes, from ancient
melodies to the contemporary repertory, the bronze voices fill the air
in all seasons. For over 60 years, it has been installed in a temporary
structure where different carillonists have performed for all visitors
of the Oratory. The sound of the bells is seen as an opportunity to
enhance the spiritual journey up the ascension to the Oratory.
A silent intervention as an instrument
The intervention is worked in conjunction with the traditional
architecture of the oratory and its annexes. Thought as a place of
welcome, peace, sober, luminous and warm, the project integrates
with the existing topography and the morphology of the mountain.
Through its superimposed journeys, both inside and outside, it has met
the natural and built elements and participates in the experience of the
mountain and the Oratory making this new intervention an innovative
project that addresses both users the oratory, but also the lovers of
Mount Royal. Inspired by the experience of the pilgrim procession and
the notion of ascension,The architectural response has developed
around 3 significant elements, continuing with the vocation of the
place and sensitive insertion to Mount Royal.
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The architectural parti is to put the bells on a pedestal, to
celebrate them with an architecture that acts as an acoustic
musical instrument and to use the site as the receptacle for it.
The mapping of the sound became a way to shape the ascension,,
to emphasize on the sensorial experience and to develop a
consequent material response.
As a new urban icon, the carillon invites and accompanies
the visitor throughout the journey while acting as the
introduction to the experience of the Oratoire. Inside, the
instrument unfolds in an architectural gesture of wood and
light that guides the pilgrim through its circulations and
its ascent through a sequence of experiences and spaces of
welcome, wandering, exhibition, shop and catering.
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Ascensions
tHE PILGRIM CAN WALK TO THE ORATOIRE EITHER BY THE INSIDE
ASCENSIOn, which deserve the different programmatic
elements OR THE OUTSIDE ONE that ALSO ACT AS An outside
venue for the bell tower performances.
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When we enter the buidling, the glass
ceiling drag the eye toward the bell tower.
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 The impressive space under the bell tower allow to hear
AND see the bells through the glass reflections.
 A thin skylight accompain the visitor throughout the
whole ascension, bringiNG LIGHT IN THE DEEPEST AREA
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1 Bell Tower
2 Grand stairs
3 Plaza St-Famille
4 Original Chapel
5 Oratoire St-Joseph
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 The skylight finally enlarge and opens
the view right at the Oratoire Saint-Joseph
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The outside ascension is aligned with the bell
tower and provide an grand stand to watch and
listen the musical performances
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