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Overview of Reading Portfolios and the Processes involved: 
 

1) Introduction of reading expectations – 20 – 30 minutes / day 
2) Introduction of reading response options / portfolio 
3) I send home a notice to parents informing them of this ongoing assignment, including the range of response 

options available and ask that they sign and return the bottom portion of the slip to indicate they are aware of 
this ongoing expectation.  I send a copy of the notice with the response types in addition to the notice requiring 
a signature.  I suggest that students put in on their fridges or tape it to their bedroom doors so that they always 
have a copy of the list of types of responses.  I also give students a reformatted copy of the types of responses 
that is expected to be in the front of their duotangs. 

4) I insist that students use duotangs and that when they submit their assignments, the copy of the types of 
responses should be at the front of their duotangs.  (I find this really helpful to be able to flip back to for 
reference when I’m evaluating and commenting on their entries).  I also insist that previous entries are included.  
This allows me to revisit previous feedback comments to determine if they are understanding and applying 
feedback. 

5) Grouping:  I group my class into 2 separate groups.  This was it means that students only submit a portfolio 
response every other week, allowing for them to have approximately 2 weeks of reading time, which should 
enable them to complete a response to a completed novel.  This also makes providing feedback more 
manageable. 

6) Evaluation:  The first three entries that students submit receive ONLY descriptive feedback and no letter grade 
or score.  I tend to see the first few entries as part of the process for learning the skills required to thoughtfully 
draft the kinds of responses that will demonstrate their thinking.  I make anecdotal records of the book titles 
they have chosen and the type of response they’ve completed as well as summarize my anecdotal comments for 
my reference. 

7) During this process, I’m sharing exemplars to help clarify the expectations.  We deconstruct the exemplars and 
identify strengths and weaknesses of them, helping us to establish Criteria for “What Makes a Good Reading 
Response.”  Students are expected to complete their entries, and self-evaluate using the grid.  They are asked to 
justify which aspects they have clearly and thoroughly demonstrated and to give themselves feedback about 
which aspects they can improve upon.  The expectation is that they then apply their own feedback and revise 
their work.  When I first introduce this process, I have them bring their completed entries, and then provide 
them with the evaluation template to self-evalaute their work.  Then, I allow them a week to make their 
revisions and resubmit the entry.  It is expected that they submit both the original entry and the revised entry. 

8) Students begin reflecting on Core Competencies: Evidence of Creative and Critical Thought.  In addition to 
submitting their entry, they are now asked to comment on what aspects of Creative and Critical Thinking they 
feel are evident in the response they are submitting.  This requires them to reread their entries and to reflect on 
what they have demonstrated in their responses. 

9) After students have accumulated a number of responses, they reflect on their progress and complete the 
Reflections on Reading Portfolios.  I find 8 to be a good indicator of their skill development (and work habits) 
and is essentially a record of their progress over 16 weeks (approximately 4 months).  I typically begin in October 
and continue until Spring Break and end of Term 2 are approaching. 

10) Students take their reading portfolios and their reflections home to discuss with their parents and their parents 
have an opportunity to comment on the progress they can observe in the portfolios.  This can be beneficial for 
Three-Way Conferencing scenarios or in preparation for Student-Led Conferencing. 

  



 
October 19, 2017  

Reading Portfolio  
 
You are going to be keeping a Reading Portfolio this term.  It is intended to be a place where you record both what you 
have read and some reflections about what you are reading.  You will have many choices about how you can respond to 
what you are reading and many of them will be listed below.  The expectation is that this portfolio will be an ongoing 
assignment that you are making regular contributions to.  Contributions and responses can come from novels you are 
assigned in class (for example: as part of a Lit Circle) or from novels you read on your own for pleasure.  Remember that 
it is an expectation that you are reading for 20 – 30 minutes each day, so this should not increase your workload 
significantly.  You will be expected to show the progress in your portfolio when you are asked to conference with your 
teacher.  Many of the responses are expected to be completed when you finish a particular novel.  However, it is 
acceptable to complete responses for novels that you are in the process of reading or even for novels that you choose to 
abandon.  You should be making an addition to your portfolio on a bi-weekly basis (once every 2 weeks, on your 
assigned schedule).   This is in ADDITION to any assignments that you are given by your teacher that might be included in 
your portfolio as well.  

 
1. Write a review of the novel where you evaluate the novel.  Consider the effectiveness of the novel, your 
satisfaction with the development and who the intended audience is.  Imagine that your review would appear in a 
newspaper or a magazine and write appropriately for YOUR intended audience.  
2. Write an alternate ending to the novel.  Indicate where your conclusion would begin.  This is not a place where 
you simply tell us what you would do differently.  Write as if you are continuing from the author’s words and “Show! 
Don’t Tell” the conclusion.  
3. Draft a plan for a sequel to the novel (from your imagination, not an existing sequel).  You can capture the plot 
development in point form or in a map or web if you choose.  Explain why your sequel would be appropriate for the 
next stages of the characters’ development.  
4. Provide a thoughtful summary of the book, including the theme and emphasizing the mood or tone of the story.  
5. Assume the role of one of the characters and explain how you might have handled a situation differently.  You 
may choose to do this by a) writing paragraphs explaining this, or you b) might rewrite a passage showing how it 
would have been different, or c) you might insert the character’s thoughts into the story.  
6. Imagine you are a talk show host and that you are interviewing one of the characters (or the author).  Draft a 
series of questions that would be appropriate to ask the character (or author) and include the probable answers 
they would give.  Consider the work you did earlier in the year with regard to interviewing skills.  
7. Plan a book club meeting.  Imagine that you are hosting a book club and you are responsible for facilitating the 
discussion.  What questions or topics do you think would be valuable to explore?  Create an outline with appropriate 
sequencing for your questions.  Record what your responses to those questions would be (in case you had to give 
examples) to participants.  
8. Thoroughly explain what your favourite part of the novel was and why it appealed to you.  
9. Analyze a particular character’s behaviour.  Explain why it is that you believe they act the way they do.  
10. Choose a particularly meaningful passage to illustrate.  This could be in the form of a graphic novel or a comic 
strip.  
11. Create a photo essay of the important events in the novel.  Describe what each photo captures and how it is 
representative of the events in the novel.  
12. Imagine that you are directing the movie version of the novel.  Decide which actors you would cast in the main 
roles.  Explain why you think they would be ideal to play those parts.  
13. Compare yourself to a character.  Which character do you find to be the most like yourself?  What are your 
similarities?  What are your differences?  
14. Write a letter to a character in response to your thoughts about them and their role in the novel.  
15. Write a letter to the author explaining your response to the novel.  
16. Write a letter to a librarian explaining why she should buy copies of the book or why she shouldn’t include the 
book in our library collection.  
17. Create a list of books (minimum of 5) that a reader who liked the book you just read might like as well. (If you 
liked This Book, you’ll probably like…)  Provide brief summaries of the books and why they might appeal to fans of 



your book.  Demonstrate that you have made meaningful connections between the original novel and the new ones 
you are recommending.    
18. Provide a summary of important connections that you have made from within the book.  These can be 
connections to self, other books, or to the world.  
19. Create a collage of images that represent the theme or big ideas contained in the book.  This can also be done 
on the computer with a program like PowerPoint where you include music that you think suits the theme of the 
novel.  
20. Create a postcard the character might have sent from a particular place at a particular point in the story.  Include 
an illustration of where it’s being sent from as well as sharing the character’s thoughts to someone specific.  
21. Organize your thoughts into a double entry diary.  
22. Create a photo essay of settings for the story.  Provide pictures of places that you envision as the 
setting.  Explain why these photos are appropriate and how they fit with the vision you have of the setting.  It is 
better if the photos are ones you create versus find online.  
23. Write a caption for the jacket cover of the book.  This caption should provide a brief summary of the book, or 
introduce the character(s) and create interest in the book.  It is helpful if you refer to several jacket covers as 
examples when you draft yours.  
24. Design alternative cover art for the book.  Explain how it represents the novel and why it is a better 
representation than the existing one.  
25. Create a character container which includes artifacts that might belong to a character.  Be prepared to explain 
and support why these might be valuable items that the character would have.  Focus on meaningful objects (ones 
that the character has an emotional connection to) and not just useful objects.  

 
Your responses for each should be a minimum of half a page and should be thoroughly completed, and include examples 
from the text to support your writing.  Clearly indicate on each entry which response you are completing.  Each of your 
entries should have the title of the novel, the date the entry is completed, and the number of the response you are 
doing.   Ex.  “The Hobbit” January 22, 2013, response type #15  

 
By the end of the term, you should have a VARIETY of types of responses.  You are able to repeat the same type 

of response for more than one book, but you should NOT complete the same type of response for every book you 
read.  You are not allowed to complete the same type of response until you have completed 3 different types.  

You can complete more than one type of response for a novel you have read.  This may be done at different 
parts of the story or you might simply choose more than one way that you would like to respond.  

You may choose to do a response that combines more that one of the outlined types of responses.  
If you have a way of responding to a particular book that is not on the list, consult with your teacher about the 

kind of response you would prefer to do.  It might be appropriate to add to our list of possible responses.  
Good luck and enjoy your reading.  

  
Mr. Gidinski   

 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading Portfolio Entry       Name: _________________________________ 

Type of response:  # _____  Title of Novel _______________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

Evidence of Creative Thought (unique perspectives / original ideas / unexpected connections / innovative 
thinking).  Gives examples of the evidence and explain HOW it demonstrates your creative thinking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence of Critical Thought (Analysis / making meaningful personal connections / drawing conclusions / 
evaluating situations / proposing alternatives).  Gives examples of the evidence and explain HOW it 
demonstrates your critical thinking. 



 
 

What makes a good Reading Portfolio Response? 
Provides context so reader is 
able to understand what you 

are responding to – even if they 
haven’t read the book 

 

Provides a balance between 
summary and analysis (with the 

emphasis on analysis) 

 

Communicates a strong opinion 
 
 

 

Clarity of opinion stated – ideas 
are communicated thoughtfully 

 

 

Contains powerful ideas 
 
 

 

Provides specific examples as 
evidence 

 

 

Provides suggestions or 
alternatives 

 

Makes meaningful connections 
/ avoids shallow connections 

 

Analyzes why characters behave 
the way they do 

 

 

Clear evidence of conclusions 
you have made 

 

Uses effective language – 
includes Show! Don’t Tell 

strategies 

 

Demonstrates attentiveness to 
what has been read 

 

Has sophistication / shows 
some depth of thought 

 

Chooses a type of response that 
can effectively communicate 

your thinking 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Name: ________________________     Date: __________________________ 

Reflections on Reading Portfolios 

Order your reading portfolio responses from which one you think is your absolute best (#1), to which one you think is 
your weakest one.  Number them and highlight the numbers so it is easy to see which order they are sequenced. 
 
As of today, how many reading portfolio entries have you completed?  _________  Have you typically met the 
expectations for the number of entries and for the length of entries?  YES / NO (Circle your answer) If yes, what have you 
done to manage your time and to meet the expectations?  If no, what has prevented you from doing so?   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reread your entries.  Do you think that someone who has not read the book you are responding to would be able to 
understand your ideas and opinions without having read the book?  YES / NO (Circle your answer).  If yes, what have you 
done to make the entries accessible for them?  If no, what do you think you need to do to help them understand your 
reasoning and how you are responding to the story? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is it about your strongest entry that you feel makes it the best?  Be really specific.  What about other entries near 
the top of your list?  What do you think makes your entries strong? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What is it about your weakest entry that you think makes it the least effective entry?  What, if anything, do you feel is 
missing from it?  What would you change or do differently?  What suggestions would you have to improve it? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What are the positive things about doing a weekly reading response?  What did you like about the reading portfolio? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



What did you dislike about the reading portfolio?  What would you change or do differently to make it more enjoyable 
or valuable for you? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Which types of responses from the list of suggestions were the easiest to do?  Why? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Which types of responses made you think the deepest about what you were reading? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Which books (titles, genres, etc.) were most suitable for powerful, effective responses?  Why do you think this? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Which books (titles, genres, etc.) were the least suitable for powerful, effective responses?  Why? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What would you like your teacher and / or your parents to know about your reading portfolio? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What specific goal would you like to accomplish with regard to your reading development, to help you become a better 
reader?  What are some strategies or suggestions for achieving this? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  



 
Curricular Competencies – Student / Parent Reflections on Selected Reading Portfolio Entries 
Below are listed some of the curricular competencies that have been developed in Language Arts this term 
through projects, presentations, and discussions. 
 
Using oral, written, visual, and digital texts, students are expected individually and collaboratively to be able to: 
Comprehend and connect (reading, listening, viewing) 

• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas within, between, and  
beyond texts 

• Recognize and identify the role of personal, social, and cultural contexts, values, and perspectives in 
texts 

• Recognize how language constructs personal, social, and cultural identity 
• Synthesize ideas from a variety of sources to build understanding 
• Construct meaningful personal connections between self, text, and world 
• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways 
• Understand how literary elements, techniques, and devices enhance and shape meaning 

Create and communicate (writing, speaking, representing) 
•     Use writing and design processes to plan, develop, and create engaging and meaningful literary and 

informational texts for a variety of purposes and audiences 
• Select and use appropriate features, forms, and genres according to audience, purpose, and message 
• Transform ideas and information to create original texts 

Look back on the two Reading Portfolio Entries you have submitted. 

Student Reflection Parent Reflection 
What did I do really well? What do you notice that your child has excelled at with 

regard to summarizing information, making 
connections, and expressing their ideas? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What could I improve on? What do you notice that your child can continue to 
work on? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If I were to redo this assignment, what would I do 
differently? What will I consider for future entries? 

What advice or suggestions do you have for how they 
could show their understandings more fully? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Some Student Examples 
 
We Are All Made of Molecules 
Response Type #7  *Original Draft* 

 
“Omigod, he is such a jerk!” Kathleen spat at the brittle avalanche of pages propped open before he, her rigid 

gaze slicing the words to their root meanings. 
“Book Club, may I have your attention please!”  An exhausted thump penetrated through the dead silence, 

Kathleen’s fingers trembling violently as if she was preparing to strangle someone.  “So, um, from what I can tell, all of 
us have very strong feelings about this book.”  As my words rang through the room, heads bobbed back and forth in 
unison, Kathleen’s eye starting to twitch uncontrollably.   

“So, um, what about you, Becca?  Why don’t you start us off and tell us about what the main character, Stewart, 
is going through and your thoughts on his situation?” 

“Stewart is living a totally unfair life!  I mean like first his mom dies unexpectedly and then he has to movie in 
with his dad’s new girlfriend!  If that already isn’t hard enough to cope with, his dad’s girlfriend has a wretched 
daughter, Ashley!”  With every word that slid off Becca’s tongue, her vibrant yellow Tutti-Fruitti bubble gum flashed an 
appearance. 

“What about you, Vannessa?  What are your thoughts on “We Are All Made of Molecules’” cast of characters?”  
Vannessa shifted uncomfortably in her seat as she felt the weight of twenty eyes crashing down on her. 

“Ummm… I actually enjoyed reading from Ashley’s perspective.”  Becca let out a horrified gasp, surprisingly 
trying to hold on to her bubble gum in between her teeth.  “Think about it.  Yes, Ashley is the “wretched” girlfriend’s 
daughter who seems like they just walked straight out of a teen drama movie, but two other people are moving into HER 
house.  She’s having to make adjustments too. 

“What about the novel itself?  Max, tell us, was it relatable or powerful to you?”  Max took a moment to study 
the dull floor boards, searching for inspiration. 

“Well, there is a whole storyline where Ashley is obsessed with her new boyfriend, Jared, but then it turns out 
that he is a terrible person and tries to take exposing photos of Ashley.  I like how the author is trying to spread the word 
that these things are happening in the world.”  Kathleen sat with her mouth gaping open as if Max had stolen the words 
right from her and stated everything she was thinking of. 

“This storyline was also great for developing Ashley and Stewart’s step-sibling relationship as Stewart takes the 
courage to stand up to Jared by disposing of the revealing photos and completely destroying Jared’s phone.  So 
heartwarming to watch Stewart stand up for Ashley and for them to finally join forces after all the fighting and 
adjustments they had gone through.”  Max grinned sideways, satisfied, congratulating himself for his superior answer. 

“Wow, well said.  Kathleen, you seemed like you had a lot of strong opinions.  Did you find any parts of the novel 
unnecessary or boring?”  Kathleen gazed blankly, passionless before parting her lips subtly. 

“Max basically read my mind.  But I will add that I didn’t find the book boring at all and enjoyed every bit, 
especially the plotline where Ashley is ashamed because her father is part of the LGBTQ community.  It’s nice to watch 
her accept her father for who he is.” 

“Well then, Book Club, that was quite a successful meeting.  I will hand your new books out sometime this 
week.” 

“Finally, now we can go find that Jared guy and make him pay!” 
  



What makes a good Reading Portfolio Response? 
Provides context so reader is 
able to understand what you 
are responding to – even if they 
haven’t read the book 

• Add more detail on what is going on 
• Demonstrate the novel’s ideas more clearly 

Provides a balance between 
summary and analysis (with the 
emphasis on analysis) 

 

Communicates a strong opinion 
 
 

 

Clarity of opinion stated – ideas 
are communicated thoughtfully 
 

• Make the character responses more organized because right 
now they seem messy 

Contains powerful ideas 
 
 

 

Provides specific examples as 
evidence 
 

 

Provides suggestions or 
alternatives 

• Touch on the negative aspects of the novel as well 

Makes meaningful connections 
/ avoids shallow connections 

• Create more reader to character bonds 

Analyzes why characters behave 
the way they do 
 

 

Clear evidence of conclusions 
you have made 

 

Uses effective language – 
includes Show! Don’t Tell 
strategies 

 

Demonstrates attentiveness to 
what has been read 

 

Has sophistication / shows 
some depth of thought  

 

Chooses a type of response that 
can effectively communicate 
your thinking 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  



We Are All Made of Molecules 
Response Type #7  *REVISED* 
 

“How dare he!” Kathleen spat at the brittle avalanche of pages propped open before he, her rigid gaze slicing 
the words to their root meanings. 

“Book Club, may I have your attention please!”  Heads tilted to get a glimpse of the last few words on the page 
before letting the thick dust smoke out of the sides of their closed books. 

“I am excited to announce that we have officially finished the first book club novel of the year, We Are All Made 
of Molecules!  So. Let’s jump right into it.  Becca, can you give us a quick recap of the novel and your opinions on the 
plot itself? 

“We follow two perspectives, Stewart, a gifted boy whose mother recently passed away and is now living with 
his dad and his dad’s new girlfriend, and Ashley, a teen drama queen, trying to land herself a boyfriend and happens to 
have her mom’s new boyfriend and his son move in with her.  There are a lot of interesting plotlines of them having to 
adjust to moving in with each other. But I like how at the end, Ashley and Stewart join forces and bond as step-siblings,” 
Becca panted, her words and feelings streaming out of her and consuming each breath. 

“What about you, Vannessa?  What are your thoughts on the cast or characters?”  Vannessa shifted 
uncomfortably in her seat as she felt the weight of twenty eyes crashing down on her. 

“Ummm… I enjoyed reading from Ashley’s perspective.”  Becca let out a horrified gasp, surprisingly trying to 
hold on to her bubble gum in between her teeth.  “Think about it.  Yes, Ashley is the drama queen, girlfriend’s daughter, 
but it feels like you all are only sympathetic for the “nerd,” Stewart, and not Ashley who is having to make big 
adjustments too.  There are two new people claiming over her house!”  She rolled her eyes as if she was Ashley herself 
and could totally relate. 

“What about the novel itself?  Max, tell us, was it relatable or powerful to you?”  Max took a moment to study 
the dull floor boards, searching for inspiration. 

“I had to grow up with a step-sibling as well, so I know what it’s like to forget about your life habits from before 
and start living with two completely new people.  It’s quite a big adjustment that I found very relatable.  Me and my 
step-sibling also had a lot of rivalry which I see in Ashley and Stewart which is why, actually, I imagine Ashley and 
Stewart as me and my step-sibling exactly, even appearance-wise.” 

“Wow, that is great, Max!  I never knew you had such a dear connection with this book.”  Max smirked, satisfied 
wih his superior answer.  “Kathleen, you seem to have a lot of strong opinions.  What are your thoughts on Ashley and 
Stewart’s step-sibling relationship?  Kathleen pushed a crooked finger against her pursed lips. 

“During the story, Ashley is obsessed with her new boyfriend, Jared, but after a late night teen party, it is 
exposed that he is a terrible person as he tried to take revealing photos of Ashley.  I really like how the author is trying to 
spread the message that these things are happening and that we should be aware.” The rest of the book club bobbed 
their heads back and forth in unison.  “This storyline was also great for developing Ashley and Stewart’s relationship.  It 
was very heartwarming to see Stewart stand up to Jared and dispose of those photos, bringing Ashley and Stewart to 
finally join forces.”  Kathleen let her voice trail off with power and passion, a fierce look planted in her eyes. 

“Well, now that we have addressed the positive aspects of this novel, what about the negatives?  Jacklyn, did 
anything strike out to you as boring or unnecessary?” 

“Well, at the end, Ashley and Jared’s relationship is through and Jared quickly moves on to Ashley’s best friend.  
This lead me to form a lot of questions like did Ashley ever try to warn her bff about Jared?  Their unresolved friendship 
bugged me and I really wish the author had cleared that up.” 

“Good judgement!  Well, Book Club, that concludes our first session.  I will hand your new books out sometime 
this week.” 

“Finally, now we can go find that Jared guy and make him pay!” 
  



Reading Portfolio Entry       Name: _________________________________ 
Type of response:  # ___7  Title of Novel _____We Are All Made of Molecules_________ Date: ___Feb 25, 2018_____ 

Evidence of Creative Thought (unique perspectives / original ideas / unexpected connections / innovative 
thinking).  Gives examples of the evidence and explain HOW it demonstrates your creative thinking. 
 

• I can explain and interpret the topics in the book in creative 
writing and intertwine the ideas into my own writing piece. 

• I had to think creatively when writing and deciding where I 
wanted the story to go and coming up with characters, 
character traits, etc. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Evidence of Critical Thought (Analysis / making meaningful personal connections / drawing conclusions / 
evaluating situations / proposing alternatives).  Gives examples of the evidence and explain HOW it 
demonstrates your critical thinking. 

 

• I had to think critically about sequencing the questions in a 
manner that makes sense. 

• I had to think critically  on what topics were important to 
touch on. 

• I had to think critically when giving my characters opinions 
about the novel. 



Touching Spirit Bear 
Response #9 

April 14, 2013 
Cole Matthews 
 
Hidden beneath a violent front, Cole Matthews grew up enduring slashes and welts inflicted upon him by his drunken 
father.  His parents’ irresponsible actions brutally damaged his personality.  Cole Matthew’s sensitive, caring heart was 
poisoned by hate.  His simple wish of being loved and respected was stomped on by his ignorant family as he was forced 
to fend for himself and toughen up, under the whipping belt of his father at a young age.  “No one cares for you” was a 
message conveyed repetitively by the stripes of red etched into his raw skin, and soon into his mind. 
 
He despises himself and others for the situation he is in.  Beneath his anger and frustration, guilt eats away at his 
sensitive side.  When Cole sat at the Circle Justice in front of his victim, Peter, and Peter’s family, he exposed the shame 
and guilt he felt deep down.  He sank low into his seat and yearned to run away, not wanting to face his mistakes.  The 
consequences aren’t what scares him, but the scars he caused, for turning into his father is his darkest fear.  Although 
Cole comes on as a heartless bully, sadness and fear runs deep through his veins.  He is also terrified of being forgotten.  
Relatable, yet when buried under his vicious attitude and misguided thoughts, it drives him to act up.  With Cole 
concealing his pain by inflicting the sorrow he feels on to others, few truly understand the emotional devastations 
wreaked upon him by his family.  To attract his parents’ attention and the attention of others, his mind is set on making 
a scene being the only way.  His fist is the only tool that comes into mind, so he acts out, unable to realize that this is 
exacerbating the issue. 
 
Actions bring consequences, which for him, is a message lost.  Having received threatening sentences for jail, pleading 
for a bail is not something foreign.  With his parents’ wallets. Bursting with money, he has never experienced harsh 
penalties sentenced by the judge.  This gave Cole the misunderstanding that he will not be held accountable for his 
behaviour.  However, escaping the judge’s orders, he still has to face his dad’s belt, which hurts more than anything.  It 
strips him down both physically and emotionally.  His dysfunctional family dragged him off the right path. 
 
Cole is misunderstood as conscienceless, for his unseen sensitivity is locked deeply underneath.  His narrow, dim sighted 
thinking causes him lots of obstacles.  Frightening his peers, he isolates himself from the school community.  He is in the 
dark about how to fix his mistakes.  Loneliness and guilt haunt him.  It’s hard to change and admit your mistakes under 
the pressure of others who look at you with hateful eyes.  It will put Cole’s goodwill to the test.  And be the hardest 
thing he has to overcome. 
 
  



 
“Safe as Houses” 
Response Type #15 
 
Dear Eric Walters, 
 
I recently finished reading one of your most popular books, “Safe as Houses,” and I really liked it.  I thought that your 
story was very unique and interesting.  What made the book interesting is that during the flood, the two characters, 
Elizabeth and David had to find a way to cooperate and work as a unit, so they would be able to work together to save 
their own lives, and little Suzie’s life. 
 
The heart racing actions you have put into the book, like when they were trying to keep Suzie out of the flood as she 
stumbles and coughs from swallowing some river water, was a really nice touch to the book.  I also liked how you made 
the story relate to real life, and still made it fictional, which I thought was unique about your book.  But when you did 
choose a real situation, it was written in a very sincere and emotional way.  I know another author (Penny Draper) who 
includes that in her books but doesn’t do it properly or as effectively as you do. 
 
I was entertained by every chapter and paragraph you wrote.  I could really tell how dedicated you were when you were 
writing this book.  The one thing I have noticed in the book you have written, is that by the end of every chapter, you 
had something that dragged me further into the book, and that is a “cliff hanger.”  You intentionally made each chapter 
have an ending sentence with something that brings more depth to the story and drags the reader to the edge of their 
seat.  I think that’s one of the biggest reasons why I am such a fan of your books. 
 
Just about a week ago, my teacher introduced my class to a new way of writing, and that was having a “cliff hanger” at 
certain points in our stories.  The first idea that lit up in my head was going back to one of your books.  So, I decided to 
reread one of your books that stuck with me the most, and that was “Safe as Houses.”  Now that I have read this book 
again, I have a clear idea what my “cliff hanger” in my story should be. 
 
In every book I read that you wrote, you didn’t make me regret my choice of accepting a request that was given for one 
of these books, or make me feel bad that I have picked it out myself.  I have read every single book you’ve written, 
except the book you wrote last year, called “End of Days.”  I haven’t really laid my hands on that book, but I’m looking 
forward to the day to come for me to read it, and when I do, I’m sure it will be just as good as the rest, or maybe even 
better!   
 

Yours truly, 
 
Svetlana 
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Evidence of Creative Thought (unique perspectives / original ideas / unexpected connections / innovative 
thinking).  Gives examples of the evidence and explain HOW it demonstrates your creative thinking. 
 

• I used my knowledge of comic format to create a comic strip. 
 

• I tried making it more dramatic by changing their expression like eye-boggling. 
 

• I tried to create Katniss (I didn’t watch the movie) and tried to make her look like she was described in 
the book. 
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Evidence of Critical Thought (Analysis / making meaningful personal connections / drawing conclusions / 
evaluating situations / proposing alternatives).  Gives examples of the evidence and explain HOW it 
demonstrates your critical thinking. 

• I evaluated how much info I was going to put in and made sure it was just enough so people would 
know what was going on 

• I didn’t put in the part where she got the sponsor since it didn’t have much to do with the situation of 
getting the bow. 

 
• I edited it by using my connections of reading anime / manga comics and did things like designing the 

characters and sound effects 
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