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Hi!

Thanks so much for signing up for information from us. We promise that we 
will never spam you or share anything with you we don’t think is valuable.

We hope you’ll enjoy this resource guide and that it will be an asset to you 
in your educational practice.

We’ve put it together to share some of our favorite things with you – our 
new friend.

How did we decide what to include? We looked for a few things: 
• Is the resource something we turn to again and again?
• Is the resource something we consistently recommend to a wide

variety of educators?
• Is the resource stable (meaning not likely to be discontinued)?
• Is there a benefit to gifted learners or educators, specifically?

For each of the 25 resources, we have included the website address, a
screenshot of the site, and a description of the resources and its uses.

The resources aren’t listed in any particular order, so don’t read anything 
into the order in which you find them.

If you find this resource helpful and think a colleague may like it, we’d love 
for you to send them over to giftedguild.com to sign up. That way they 
can get not only this resource, but also the other things we’ll be sharing.

Best of luck in finding new, fun tools, and see you in the Guild!

Ian & Lisa

http://giftedguild.com/


Library of Congress
loc.gov/teachers

The Library of Congress offers a wide range of resources for teachers, including teaching 
resources such as lesson plans aligned with a variety of standards, professional 
development, and training for teachers and students on working with primary source 
documents. It’s a go-to resource for independent research projects. 

Be sure to check out the Chronicling America section of the LoC. It contains 11 million 

The New York Times
nytimes.com/section/learning

The Times offers free lesson plans, a weekly current events quiz, the terrific “What’s going 
on in this picture?” image analysis activity, and contests. The lesson plans address a wide 
variety of content areas, including the arts. 

pages of digitized newspapers 
[chroniclingamerica.loc.gov]. 

In  addition to the main Library of 
Congress site, the Library’s Center 
for the Book [read.gov] has dozens 
of useful resources related to 
reading. You can find everything 
from lists of recommended books to 
contests to webcasts from the 
National Book Festival with talks 
from students’ favorite authors.

Everything on the site is free. Well, 
you paid your taxes…

The Article of the Day has 
accompanying questions, 
making it a great non-fiction 
analysis piece.

Students 13 & older can 
comment publicly on the site. 
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http://loc.gov/teachers
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
http://read.gov/


Mensa for Kids
mensaforkids.org

The Mensa Foundation shares resources for educators & parents of the gifted. The flagship 
resource is the Excellence in Reading program. The Mensa Foundation, in partnership with 
the National Endowment for the Humanities, created a program for young readers 
around the world. The NEH surveyed children’s librarians around the country about what 
books kids should not grow up without reading, and divided them into grade-level bands. 

Storybird
storybird.com

This free online desktop story creator tool is a must-try. Students can create their own 
online story book, poem, or artwork using the gorgeous art in Storybird as inspiration. The 
books can be ordered (that costs money) in hard or soft cover, as e-books, or even as a 
pdf download. Students can create cards, letters, and printable art.

If a reader completes an entire list (K-3, 
4-6, 7-8, or 9-12) and sends in the order 
form, the Foundation will send a 
certificate and a t-shirt, totally free. The 
program is also open to educators and 
librarians. No matter how high the 
lexile, the student won’t encounter 
inappropriate texts. It’s a great way to 
get kids reading for challenge and 
growth, as well as differentiate for 
different levels of readers.

One neat aspect of this is that the 
online books are available to be read 
& reviewed by others, so it makes it a 
great place for teachers to create 
audience for student work, totally free.
Teachers can issue challenges to 
students, as well as create a classroom 
library. This isn’t just a language arts 
tool; it can be used by all content 
areas. 

Other resources on the site include free lesson plans for gifted learners (check out the 
Magical Musical Tour to teach literary elements with lyrics, the Writers Toolbox, and the 
Quotation Station lesson plans particularly), TED Connections (extension activities to go 
with TED talks), and free online skill practice games for math, language arts, and social 
studies. 

Note: Lisa created the resources when she was Mensa’s Youth & Education Ambassador, 
so direct any questions her way, if you have them.
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http://mensaforkids.org/
https://storybird.com/


Slideshare
slideshare.net

Slideshare is a free business tool that educators have hacked/adapted for their own 
delicious use. With Slideshare, you upload presentations or documents to the site. They are 
then viewable online, as well as embeddable and shareable through social media. Pro 
tip: to preserve formatting, upload docs as a pdf. Every page will be its own slide.

TED
ted.com

Just when we think there is no one on the planet who hasn’t heard of TED, we find an 
educator who says, “I just heard about this!” TED is a conference (it stands for Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design) that shares more than just those. Everything from business to 
science to math to storytelling to social media is discussed by experts in the field. The talks 
vary in length (never more than 25 minutes) and quality, with TED talks being of a more 
consistent high quality than TEDx events, which are independently organized.  
You can search by topic, so if you teach history, you can find TED talks about that, and so 
on. Don’t limit yourself: you don’t have to teach statistics to be amazed by Hans Rosling
talks that bring stats to life.

You can even embed YouTube videos 
into the presentation anywhere you 
want (easy to do after the 
presentation is uploaded), making this 
a fantastic flipped classroom tool. It 
also supports hyperlinks within the 
presentation.

In addition to uploading your own 
presentations, you can search for 
presentations other educators have 
uploaded in your grade level/content 
area.  

Not all talks are appropriate for 
youth, but most are. 

At ed.ted.com, you can create 
your own lessons using TED talks (or 
YouTube videos) or use the 
already-created lesson plans there.

This is another terrific tool for sharing student work with a larger audience. Upload 
student projects, presentations, or even essays. You can follow other people who 
produce content that is applicable to you and get notified when they share something 
new. You can also clip slides from presentations that are then saved to your “clipboard.” 

6

5

http://www.slideshare.net/featured/category/education
http://ted.com/
http://ed.ted.com/


Screencast-O-Matic
screencast-o-matic.com

Screencast-O-Matic is an online screencasting tool that allows you to capture your 
screen, webcam, or a combination of both. You can record videos of up to fifteen 
minutes, and then save them as a video file on your computer and/or upload them to 
Screencast-O-Matic itself, Dropbox, YouTube, Dropbox, etc., straight from Screencast.  

My Blue Robot Avator Creator
mybluerobot.com/create-your-own-avatar

Avatars are useful for both protecting privacy and for augmenting 
student experience and product. While many avatar creators exist, 
this free tool is a fave for variety of design elements and its ability to 
allow students to make avatars that contain their essential 
characteristics. Starting with selecting their gender, the creator

The tool can be downloaded onto 
your computer, so you can record 
without an internet connection.
It’s perfect for creating tutorials to 
help students with troublesome 
content issues, directions for 
upcoming projects, and for students 
to create rough drafts of 
presentations. It’s also perfect for 
preparing for a substitute.

moves students through choices of 
hair, skin, and eye color, as well as 
hair and clothing styles, along with 
other choices.
Teachers can use an avatar to 
create the idea that they are 
“speaking” to students in printed or 
digital materials. 
You do need to skip the ad part, but 
that’s easily done. 

You can record yourself teaching using your webcam, so if you’re going to be teaching 
something that is really hard to make up if a student is absent, record a videocast of it. 
It’s a free tool, although you can upgrade to a pro account (for $15 a year) that takes 
the Screencast-O-Matic logo off of your videos, adds the ability to record videos of any 
length, and a few more added features. We recommend always saving the file to your 
computer in addition to any uploads, just so you always have the file itself.
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https://screencast-o-matic.com/
https://mybluerobot.com/create-your-own-avatar/


Play Posit
playposit.com

Play Posit (pronounced “pause it”) is a free tool that lets educators make video interactive 
through the use of embedded questions in seven different formats, including multiple 
choice, open-ended, and more. 

Peer Grade
peergrade.io

Peergrade allows teachers to create an assignment, complete with evaluation rubric, and 
then have students upload their work to be evaluated by other students, using the 
evaluation criteria created by the teacher. The students doing the reviewing do not know 
whose work they have, so it’s easier to be unbiased.

The students receive the feedback from their peers on the assignment, and they can mark 
that feedback as helpful or not. They can also indicate if any feedback was 
inappropriate.  

Peer Grade provides analytics to the teacher, but it doesn’t replace grading (sorry).
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Educators select the video they want 
to use (you can search ones they 
have, use YouTube videos, or pull from 
your own Google Drive or Dropbox, 
etc.), and then add in the questions 
they want at pause points they select.

As students watch the video, it 
automatically pauses at the points 
where the teacher embedded a 
question. 

Play Posit includes analytics, so you can see who answered what, making it a great tool 
for review, as well as class flipping. It also plays well with others, with the ability to 
interface with virtually every learner management system around, including Edmodo, 
Schoology, Moodle, and more.

View a simple, humorous demo video at playposit.com/share/11913/62614. 
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This tool is great for GT 
students who may find it 
easier to accept feedback 
that is a) not just from the 
teacher, and b) from more 
than one evaluator. 
Knowing that reviewer A 
didn’t see what reviewer B 
said, yet said the same thing 
is powerful.

https://www.playposit.com/
https://www.peergrade.io/
https://www.playposit.com/share/11913/62614


National Association for Gifted Children
nagc.org

NAGC is the advocacy organization for educators, parents, and academicians interested 
in serving the gifted. There are state affiliates in nearly every state. It’s got great resources, 
and it lobbies for gifted issues at the national level. It sponsors an annual convention, 
which is a great way to keep in touch with the state of the art in gifted issues.

SENG (Supporting the Emotional Needs of the Gifted)
sengifted.org

What NAGC & its state affiliates are for advocacy, SENG is for social/emotional 
awareness and resources. Its resource library is a great place to find great articles for
your own understanding and growth.

Access the resource library at sengifted.org/resources/resource-library.
SENG has an annual conference every summer, so keep an eye out in case it’s coming 
to your area. If you can’t attend the conference, you can participate in their webinars.

Their position papers and white papers 
are helpful for creating elevator 
speeches for advocating for best 
practices in gifted ed (like acceleration).
Joining will give you access to
publications, including Teaching for High 
Potential. It also helps NAGC establish 
that there are people who care, which 
helps in their advocacy efforts. 
Joining your state organization will keep 

(called SENGinars). Some are 
available on their Vimeo channel 
for free. Others have a fee 
associated with them.
SENG is a membership 
organization, but even without
joining, you can subscribe to the 
SENGvine newsletter.
SENG has a strong parent focus, so 
it’s a great organization to suggest 
to parents of gifted students.

11

you connected and in-the-know about local efforts and issues, as well as providing 
professional development opportunities, like state conferences.
The Texas state affiliate sponsors GTchat, a weekly Twitter chat focused on gifted issues.
Transcripts of the chats are posted each week, so you don’t even need Twitter to join the 
conversation. Find out more at txgifted.org/gtchat. 
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http://www.nagc.org/
http://sengifted.org/
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Peace Corps
peacecorps.gov/educators

The Peace Corps provides three terrific (and free) resources for teachers (no joining the 
Peace Corps required!). In addition to a variety of lesson plans on global issues, they also 
have a speaker match program where former Peace Corps volunteers visit classrooms to 
talk about their experiences. You can invite speakers based on the scope of their service 
(for instance, health or education) to get a good fit for your content area or grade level. 

KIVA
kiva.org

KIVA (pronounced KEE-vah) is a micro-lending organization that facilitates loans to 
individuals and groups around the world for a variety of purposes and aims. 

The lender loans $25, and as the loan is paid back, it is available to be re-loaned through 
KIVA to another borrower. The money is not returned directly to the lender.

Creating a classroom account with KIVA and allowing students to participate in the 
lending process is a powerful, effective, and content-related way to meet the need GT 
students have to satisfy their early moral concern. 

The analytics are wonderful for teaching core content (pie charts, graphs, interest, etc.), 
and you will find excellent opportunities to leverage KIVA for real-world applications of  
geography, persuasive writing, and more.  
Loans can be sorted by location, loan type, and other categories as well.
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Additionally, you can match your 
classroom with a current Peace Corps 
volunteer through the 
Correspondence Match program. This 
program, also free, allows you to  
exchange email, Skype calls, or 
communicate in other ways with your 
specially-matched volunteer.
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Printable Finger Labyrinths
bit.ly/print-labyrinth

Printable finger labyrinths are a great tool for calming kids (and adults, too). They’re so 
easy to use – simply print and go. To use them, just trace the labyrinth’s path with your
finger. In these labyrinths, you enter the labyrinth on the bottom, just to the left of center.
Labyrinths are different from mazes. The saying goes, “The point of a maze is to find its 
center; the point of a labyrinth is to find your center.” 

Zentangle
zentangle.com

Zentangle is doodling with purposeful intention. It’s way easier 
than it looks because you take it one stroke at a time. It looks 
complicated because there are so many patterns (called 
“tangles”) in a small space, but it’s so easy that four-year-olds
can do it.
Sites like tanglepatterns.com and a wide range of books guide 
you step-by-step through the process of drawing each tangle. 
While it’s a great way to help GT students cope with boredom, 
it’s also a wonderful curriculum piece as well. Students can 
tangle the Periodic Table or a map of the United States. The 
possibilities are endless! Warning: it’s a little addictive!
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The link above will take you to a free 
download of a set of printable labyrinths like 
you see here.  In the instructions there is a link
to a video to teach you how to draw one from 
scratch (super easy).
Print them on cardstock and either laminate 
them or slide them into page protectors to 
make sure they last (and can be cleaned off). 

15

http://bit.ly/print-labyrinth
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Not Just Child’s Play
notjustchildsplay.blogspot.com

This is the blog of teacher Joelle Trayers, who writes frequently about how she takes her 
kindergarteners and first graders deeper through depth, complexity, and novelty. Lots of 
great book recommendations and clever activities that Ian adapted for his 6th graders.
This site is a great example of how, if you’re going to be an effective GT teacher, you 
need to be flexible. No, “Oh, that’s not my [grade, content, state standard]” for us.

Engage Their Minds
engagetheirminds.com

Terri Eicholz works with K-5th gifted students 
in San Antonio, Texas. She integrates 
technology, art, and higher-level thinking 
into her lessons and writes up the results.

Her site is a great resource for anyone, but
she’s a particularly marvelous fountain of
ideas for those of use trying genius hour or 
makerspace-type models. 
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It’s simply impossible to go through her archives and not 
find something you can use right now in any classroom,
so grab your fave beverage, and spend a little time 
exploring this site. Get ready to jot down all of the ideas
you gather.
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Dan Meyer
blog.mrmeyer.com

Not specifically aimed at gifted students, but Dan Meyer's blog is Ian's favorite source for 
thinking about math instruction. In addition to Dan's own innovative ideas, he has an 
amazing comments section with intense discussion and debate.
Begin where it says “Starter Pack,” and then explore the archives.
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If you teach math, venture into
the Three Act Math section. Even if 
you don’t teach math, avoid just 
skipping over this. The way that he 
approaches his discipline has
lessons and ideas for everyone.
It’s also rewarding just to read 
through the archives and see the 
evolution of his career.

http://notjustchildsplay.blogspot.com/
https://engagetheirminds.com/
http://blog.mrmeyer.com/


Teacher Link
teacherlink.ed.usu.edu

This website is one of Lisa’s favorite 
hidden gems. 

Geogebra
geogebra.org

Geogebra is an amazing free, open source software that works with all levels of 
mathematics – geometry, algebra, spreadsheets, graphing, statistics, and calculus.  
It’s online graphing calculator extraordinaire. 
Educators can even create restricted calculators for students to use on exams. They have 
a graphing calculator available for iPhone as well, which is a great resource for students
who may not be able to afford one or who left their calculators at home. 

There are over 700,000 different math-related resources that include games, downloads, 
and just general math geekdom. 
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Sponsored by Utah State University, 
it’s a treasure trove of resources. 
One highlight of their site is a 
fantastic blog that shares great 
reviews on a variety of resources, 
especially techy goodness.
It’s a great place to find ideas for
encouraging GT students’ 
exploration & product ideas.
Some of the resources are just for 
the students of the university, but 
don’t worry about that. Start
exploring and good luck stopping.
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Print Bingo
print-bingo.com

Bingo is underrated for power to differentiate instruction for gifted learners, and this site 
makes it easy as pie. With Print Bingo, you simply type in the words you want to use, and it 
will create randomized bingo cards for you. You can print multiple bingo cards per page, 
use templated lists already created (US States, for example), and more. 
Pay $15 for lifetime access to the premium features (yes, lifetime) and you’ll be able to 
save the cards you make, create randomized call sheets, and more.

Neuroscience for Kids
faculty.washington.edu/chudler/neurok.html

Eric Chudler is a neuroscientist at the University of Washington who runs the website 
Neuroscience for Kids. It’s not the prettiest site in the history of the world (such an 
understatement), but it’s still a recommendation because it’s a great place for teacher of 
gifted learners to get good information to share or have kids explore. 
There are brain games and other brain experiments. Sign up for the newsletter to stay up
to date on contests or other happenings. It will also give you access to back issues.
The most robust part of the site for GT learners is found by clicking on “Explore” on the left.
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Use bingo to harness the power of GT students’ 
interest in trivia. For example, “I am the only 
number that has the same number of letters as 
its meaning. I am also the square root of 16.”
Always add new information to the clue given 
– the brain is programmed to accept 
information then – and you will be able to keep 
GT students hanging on your every clue.

22

That’s the section that will 
take you to all things brainiac. 
The link to books and articles 
will take you to grade level-
banded recommendations for 
youth. 
When Lisa interviewed him for 
an article she was writing, she 
found out that Eric’s dad was 
an educator, so he’s in the 
club.
Just keep in mind that nothing 
on the site is graphically
pleasing. This is strictly for 
content purposes. 

http://print-bingo.com/
http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/neurok.html


Citation Machine
citationmachine.net

Massive Online Open Courses
academicearth.org and/or coursera.org

Massive Online Open Courses (commonly called MOOC cources – pronounced “moo” 
like a cow with a k on the end) are free classes taught by professors at well-known 
universities on a variety of topics. Lisa’s taken one on game theory, for example. 
These are a great option for differentiation for gifted learners because they can take 
courses aligned with the content being studied or by interest. Some courses are done for 
credit, with assignments and quizzes. Others are far less formal – simply recorded lectures
on a wide variety of topics. (Note: on the AcademicEarth site, you have to scroll down 
past the ads for other colleges to get to the place to find courses.) 
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Citation Machine is a fabulous resource for 
students doing independent research. It 
makes it simple to create accurate 
parenthetical citation in a variety of styles 
(MLA, APA, etc.), as well as works cited 
pages/bibliographies.
It has a title page creator that is also style-
specific.
It makes it easy for students to engage in 
real scholarship without having the citation 
be a barrier.  
It’s supported by ads, which is very 
obvious, and it won’t work with an ad 
blocker (bummer).
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